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his  turkey  hunter  heads  back  to 
highway  and  his  waiting  nuto 
l  a  prize  gobbler  as  the  curtain 
is  on  the  Louisiana  hunting  sea- 
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EDITORIAL 


All  OF  US  know  by  now  that  the  Louisiana 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  has 
been  charged  with  the  immense  task  of 
enforcing  our  new  motorboat  law  and  is  asking 
every  other  peace  officer  organization  to  aid,  not 
only  in  enforcing  this  law,  but  also  to  aid  in  in- 
forming the  public  as  to  "just  what  it  is  all 
about."  Now,  this  statement  may  seem  a  bit 
strange  since  the  enact- 
ment of  the  new  law 
has  been  widely  publi- 
cized in  the  press,  radio 
and  on  television,  and 
in  this  publication. 
Nevertheless,  our  law 
enforcement  division 
reports  that  many  per- 
sons, even  some  boat 
owners,  seem  unaware 
that  there  is  such  a  law 
on  the  books. 

In  an  attempt  to  cor- 
rect this  situation  the 
commission  has  put 
twenty  agents  on  the  byways  and  waterways  and 
has  equipped  them  with  trucks,  trailers  and  boats 
so  that  they  may  go  to  every  corner  of  the  state, 
not  particularly  to  ride  herd  on  the  boat  owners, 
but  mainly  to  acquaint  them  as  to  the  purposes 
of  the  motorboat  law. 

To  begin  with,  the  1960  motorboat  law  was 
passed  by  the  Louisiana  Legislature  to  protect 
the  lives  and  property  of  every  boat  operator, 
passenger,  water  skier,  fisherman,  and  all  who 
take  to  the  water,  either  for  a  living,  or  for  out- 
door recreation.  It  is  not  a  law  enacted  to  collect 
taxes  or  raise  money :  and  right  now  let  us  make 
it  emphatic  that  the  enforcement  of  this  law 
will  cost  the  commission  a  lot  of  money  and  since 
it  is  a  new  one  we  don't  know  now  whether  we 
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will  come  out  on  the  red  or  the  black  side  of  the 
ledger.  Nonetheless,  we  should  all  bear  in  mind 
that  it  is  a  law  designed  to  insure  public  safety 
on  waters  for  all  of  us.  Therefore,  to  this  end, 
we  have  indoctrinated  twenty  men,  at  special 
symposiums  held  with  our  attorneys  and  law  en- 
forcement experts,  and  sent  them  out,  at  great 
expense,  to  be  the  apostles  in  this  movement. 

When  the  federal  government  passed  the  Fed- 
eral Boating  Act  of  1958  it  afforded  each  state 
the  choice  of  determining,  through  its  legisla- 
ture, whether  it  would  take  upon  itself  the  duty 
of  enforcing  the  new  law,  or  would  take  no  action 
and  relegate  these  duties  to  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 
Now  that  the  Louisiana  Legislature  has  decided 
that  the  state  shall  undertake  this  task  and  fixed 
this  responsibility  upon  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Commission,  we  are  resolved  that 
our  law  enforcement  division,  which  has  a  nation- 
al reputation  for  efficiency,  shall  undertake  this 
new  assignment  and  see  it  through. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  enforcing  this  law  which 
requires  boats  to  be  equipped  with  the  proper 
safety  devices  such  as  horns,  sirens,  fire  extin- 
guishers, life  preservers  and  the  several  other 
things  that  go  for  safety  on  the  water,  that  the 
percentage  of  accidents  and  loss  of  life  on  Lou- 
isiana's waterways  will  be  greatly  reduced.  We 
feel  that  it  isn't  too  much  of  an  imposition  to 
ask  that  a  boat  operator  take  precautions  for  his 
own  safety,  for  those  passengers  on  his  craft, 
and  for  the  many  others  who  use  our  waterways 
for  recreation  or  otherwise. 

Our  accounting  division  has  estimated  that 
there  are  around  50,000  boats  registered  and 
that  their  owners  are  complying  with  the  law. 
However,  there  are  an  estimated  45,000  boats 
that  haven't  yet  been  registered.  We  have  in- 
structed all  our  personnel  to  help  in  getting 
these  45  thousand  boats  registered.  * 
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The  Hon.  Jimmie  H.  Davis,  Governor  of  Louisiana,  was  principal  speaker  at  ceremonies  marking  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  new  Louisiana  Wildlife  Museum.  Shown  seated  behind  the  Governor  are  members  of  the  Lou- 
isiana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  and  other  distinguished  guests  on   hand   for  the  ceremonies. 

GOVERNOR  DAVIS  SPEAKS  AT  FORMAL 
OPENING  OF  LOUISIANA  WILDLIFE  MUSEUM 


The  prediction  of  Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis 
that  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Museum  would  serve 
as  a  source  "of  wildlife  training  and  education  for 
countless  thousands  of  children"  and  would  draw 
"more  than  its  share  of  tourists  and  scientists" 
is  being1  realized. 

The  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commis- 
sion anticipates  mass  visits  by  school  children  this 
spring  and  summer;  and  more  schools  have  sched- 
uled museum  tours  later  in  the  year. 

Latest  available  figures  show  that  as  of  April 
23,  there  were  16,578  visitors  or  visiting  groups. 
Because  the  registration  book  at  the  museum  in- 
formation counter  contains  only  the  names  of  lead- 
ers of  school  or  scout  groups,  it  is  conservative  to 
state  that  over  25,000  persons  have  visited  the 
museum  since  its  dedication  February  27,  at  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Building,  400  Royal 
Street,  New  Orleans. 

The  Hon.  Jimmie  H.  Davis  delivered  the  prin- 
cipal address  during  formal  ribbon  cutting  cer- 
emonies opening  the  museum  to  the  public  free 
of  charge. 

L.  D.  Young,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  who  served  as 
master  of  ceremonies,  hailed  opening  of  the 
museum  as  "one  big  forward  stet)  in  carrying 
the  important  message  of  conservation  education 


to  the  public." 

Young  told  the  throng  of  dignitaries  and  per- 
sons present  that  the  new  museum  was  the  reali- 
zation of  much  work  and  planning  on  the  part  of 
Steve  Harmon,  Chief  of  Information  and  Educa- 
tion, Edouard  Morgan,  curator,  and  Eleanor  Fair- 
man,  museum  technician,  along  with  other  staff 
members  of  the  Commission. 

Toward  building  a  new  museum,  two  full  years 


L.  D.  Young,  Jr.,  director  of  the  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commission,  is  shown  at  the 
rostrum  during  formal  dedication  ceremonies  mark- 
ing the  official  opening  of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife 
Museum.  He  is  shown  introducing  Edouard  Morgan, 
curator  of  the  state  museum. 
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Museum  visitors  Max  Summers  and  Miss  Carolyn 
Hahnebohn,  are  shown  inspecting  a  display  case 
containing  a  brown  pelican  and  young  pelicans — 
arranged  in  the  exact  replica  of  the  State  Seal  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 


Dancers  of  the  Balance  and  Swing  Square  Dance 
Club  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area  are  shown 
performing  on  the  steps  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Building  in  New  Orleans  immediately  prior 
to  formal  dedication  ceremonies  which  opened  the 
museum  free  to  the  pubic. 

were  spent  rejuvenating  many  species  of  Louisi- 
ana birds,  mammals,  egg  exhibits  and  reptiles. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  museum,  also  attend- 
ed by  E.  R.  McDonald,  Commission  Chairman; 
and  members  of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commission,  started  a  regular  flow  of 
tourists  and  school  children  through  the  museum. 

Records  kept  by  the  museum  receptionist  in- 
dicate that  the  number  of  visitors  will  increase 
steadily  in  the  months  ahead.  In  setting  hours  for 
visiting  the  museum,  the  Commission  fixed  them 
to  be  9:30  a.  m.  until  4:30  p.  m.  every  day  ex- 
cept Mondays  and  legal  holidays.  This  will  enable 
people  from  out-of-town  to  tour  the  exhibit  rooms 
on  week  ends. 

The  ribbon  cutting  ceremony,  during  which 
little  Miss  Delila  Agnelly  was  assisted  by  Gover- 
nor Davis,  also  signaled  the  start  of  concentrated 
efforts  to  complete  the  Gulf  Marine  Room.  This 
will  feature  all  types  of  fish,  both  big  game  and 


small  game  fish,  and  food  fish  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

The  specimens  will  be  assimilated  in  their 
natural  habitats.  This  exhibit  across  the  lobby 
from  the  portion  of  the  museum  dedicated  and 
open  will  be  80  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide.  Models 
of  the  dioramas  are  on  display  in  the  lobby  by 
the  museum  entrance. 

In  formally  dedicating  the  museum.  Governor 
Davis  told  state  officials,  business  and  civic- 
leaders  that  "Since  I  took  the  oath  of  office  and 
began  to  serve  you  as  Governor  this  time,  few  as- 
signments have  afforded  me  as  much  pleasure  as 
being  able  to  open  this  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
Museum. 

"Today  we  are  living  in  a  Twentieth  Century 
world  where  progress  is  the  keynote.  And  here 
in  Louisiana  we  are  concerned  with  going  forward 
at  a  rapid  pace  to  realize  the  bright  potential  the 
future  holds  for  us.  Daily  we  drain  more  land, 
clear  more  forests  and  move  more  earth  to  create 
suitable  sites  for  the  mill  and  the  factory  that 
will  buy  raw  materials  and  pay  the  wages  and 
taxes  that  will  help  us  attain  a  standard  of  living 
our  fathers  and  grandfathers  could  only  dream 
about. 

"Wrhen  our  nation  was  young,  herds  of  buffalo 
without  number  roamed  the  western  prairies.  To- 
day buffaloes  survive  only  under  hothouse  con- 
ditions, in  zoos  and  preserves,  where  a  desperate 
effort  is  being  made  to  save  the  animals  from 
extinction. 

"Here  in  our  state  we  have  seen  the  same  phe- 
nomenon!. Inside  this  museum  many  of  you  will 
probably  have  your  first  look  at  the  ivory-billed 
woodpecker,  now  believed  to  be  extinct.  You  will 
also  see  the  whooping  crane,  one  of  the  most 
graceful — and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  rarest 
— birds  in  existence. 

"At  one  time  the  whoop  of  this  bird  was  as 
much  a  part  of  Louisiana  as  the  cypress  tree,  but 
today  there  are  few  reminders  of  e'.ther. 

"We  must  never  be  preoccupied  so  much  with 
the  idea  of  forward  movement  that  we  squander 
the  natural  legacy  that  the  Lord  provided  us. 
Certainly  our  future  for  a  better  way  of  life  lies 
in  manufacturing,  and  a  plant  cannot  operate  in 
submarginal  land,  without  access  roads  and  all 
the  trappings  of  civilizations. 

"But  the  future  is  compatible  with  the  past.  We 
have,  in  many  parts  of  the  state,  rivers  that  pro- 
vide industrial  water  for  factories  and  at  the 
same  time  abound  in  fish  for  the  sportsmen. 
Many  parishes  support  industrial  complexes  and 
the  workmen  employed  can  shoot  deer  and  water- 
fowl an  hour's  drive  from  the  place  where  they 
make  their  living. 

"And,  in  those  rare  instances  where  civilization 
and  wildlife  cannot  exist  side  by  side,  we  can  at 
least  preserve  tangible  reminders  of  the  species 
for  future  generations  to  observe. 

"Our  rivers  with  their  fish  and  our  forests  with 
their  wildlife  are  natural  resources  just  as  much 
as  the  oil  and  gas  that  lie  beneath  them.  In  many 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Will  We  Lose  Catahoula  Lake? 


RESOLUTION    ADOPTED    BY 

LOUISIANA    WILD    LIFE    AND    FISHERIES 

COMMISSION  DURING  REGULAR  MEETING 

HELD    MARCH    28,    1961 

WHEREAS  plans  are  being  made  to  construct 
a  9'  navigational  channel  on  the  Ouachita  River 
through  the  construction  of  a  series  of  locks  and 
dams  by  the  U.   S.   Corps  of  Engineers; 

WHEREAS  one  lock  and  dam  designated  as 
No.  2  is  to  be  constructed  near  Jonesville  with  two 
sites  under  consideration,  one  on  Black  River  down- 
stream from  Jonesville  and  the  other  above  Jones- 
ville and  the  mouth  of  Little  River; 

WHEREAS  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers 
states  that  the  project  objectives  can  be  accom- 
plished by  installing  the  lock  at  either  location  with 
little  or  no  difference  in  cost; 

WHEREAS  the  installation  of  a  lock  and  dam 
below  Jonesville  will  ultimately  destroy  Catahoula 
Lake  as  a  migratory  waterfowl  area  by  retarding 
the  run  off  of  water  from  the  lake  bed  through 
Little  River,  thereby  drowning  out  the  grasses 
upon  which  the  ducks  depend  for  a  food  supply; 

WHEREAS  this  will  cause  the  loss  of  the  most 
important  public  hunting  area  in  Louisiana  upon 
which  thousands  of  duck  hunters  depend  for  a  place 
to  hunt  and  will  detrimentally  affect  hunting  on 
all   nearby  waterfowl   areas; 

WHEREAS  this  Commission  is  in  the  process, 
at  considerable  expense,  of  creating  additional 
public  hunting  areas  but  will  find  it  impossible  to 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  Catahoula  Lake  as  a 
high  quality  waterfowl  area; 

WHEREAS  Catahoula  Lake  and  its  tributaries 
is  one  of  the  most  important  commercial  and  sport 
fishing  areas  in  Louisiana  in  its  present  natural 
condition; 

WHEREAS  pollutant  materials  now  come  from 
the  Little  River  watershed  pass  on  through  Cata- 
houla Lake  and  cause  a  minimum  of  damage  under 
the  present  ecological  condition,  since  these  ma- 
terials are  not  retarded ;  since  said  pollutants 
would  be  physically  detained,  by  a  lock  and  dam 
below  Jonesville,  from  enjoying  maximum  dilution 
by  the  natural  surface  water  in  that  area  and, 
in  fact,  would  concentrate  in  Catahoula  Lake  at 
pool  stage;  since  said  concentration  would  build  up 
to  such  a  degree  so  as  to  be  detrimental  to  many 
fresh  water  fish  species,  migratory  waterfowl 
foods,  and  exert  a  corrosive  action  on  some  metal 
boats,  outboard  motors  and  it  is  entirely  possible 
that  parts  of  the  metal  lock  structure  would  be 
severely  damaged; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by 
the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission 
in  regular  meeting  on  March  28,  1961,  that  it  favors, 
endorses  and  supports  the  location  of  Lock  and 
Dam  No.  2  upstream  from  Jonesville  and  the  mouth 
of  Little  River  and  opposes  its  location  below 
Jonesville; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Loui- 
siana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  does 
hereby  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  locating 
the  lock  and  dam  between  the  mouth  of  Little  River 
and  the  junction  of  the  Tensas  and  the  Ouachita 
Rivers  in  order  that  fisheries  resources  in  the 
Tensas  River  may  be  beneficially  affected  and 
partially  restored ; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  copies  of 
this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Congres- 
sional Delegation,  Louisiana  Department  of  Public 
Works,  the  Corps  of  Engineers  U.  S.  Army  and 
other   interested   public   and   private   agencies. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  above  and 
foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  ex- 
cerpt from  the  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commission,  held  on  Tues- 
day, March  28,  1961. 

L.  D.  YOUNG,  JR.,  Director 


Claude  "Grits"  Gresham 

FOR  MORE  THAN  A  decade,  many  of  our  people 
have  successfully  fought  to  preserve  the 
unique  values  of  Catahoula  Lake,  located 
in  Central  Louisiana.  Now,  despite  winning  the 
periodic  wars  of  the  past  years,  the  battle  may  be 
lost !  This  vast  resource  lies  on  the  edge  of  virtual 
extinction  insofar  as  hunting  and  fishing  are  con- 
cerned. 

If  this  catastrophe  takes  place  it  will  be  doub- 
ly ironic,  for  it  will  be  brought  about  by  a  proj- 
ect which  had  no  thought  of  Catahoula  Lake  in 
its  inception.  That  project  calls  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  nine-foot  navigational  channel  on  the 
Black-Ouachita  Rivers  by  installing  a  lock  and 
dam  in  the  vicinity  of  Jonesville. 

If  this  lock  and  dam  is  built  above  Jonesville 
and  above  the  mouth  of  Little  River,  it  will  have 
no  effect  on  Catahoula  Lake  or  on  its  surrounding 
tributaries.  If  it  is  built  below  Jonesville,  it  will 
increase  water  levels  over  Catahoula  Lake  in  such 
a  way  as  to  eliminate  its  usefulness  to  waterfowl 
and  reduce  the  productivity  of  the  area  for  fish, 
both  sport  and  commercial. 

The  issue  is  that  simple !  It  is  not  complicated ! 
And  the  above  conclusions  are  those  of  some  of 
the  foremost  fish  and  game  authorities  in  the 
nation. 

".  .  .  stable  water  levels  would  result  in  dis- 
astrous deterioration  of  waterfowl  habitat  in 
Catahoula  Lake.  .  .  .  The  disastrous  effects  of 
pollution  would  be  greatly  amplified  with  waters 
artificially  retained  in  the  lake  bed,"  said  Albert 
M.  Day,  at  the  time  Acting  Director  of  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

"Stabilization  of  water  levels  to  eliminate  low 
water  stages  would  wipe  out  the  vast  beds  of 
waterfowl  food  plants  that  now  are  the  key  to  the 
importance  of  the  area,  because  these  outstanding 
duck  food  plants  will  not  germinate  or  grow  in 
water.  With  such  a  change  in  conditions,  the 
importance  of  the  lake  as  a  truly  outstanding 
waterfowl  hunting  and  wintering  area  would  be 
lost,"  said  Clarence  Cottam,  then  Assistant  to  the 
Director,  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

"We  are  convinced  that  the  changed  ecology 
of  Catahoula,  resulting  from  a  dam,  would  pre- 
vent a  substantial  part  of  the  lake  bed  from  be- 
coming annually  drained  of  water  will  have  a  very 
serious  effect  on  both  sport  and  commercial  fish- 
ing," added  Cottam. 

"It  is  the  general  concensus  of  all  biological 
experts  who  have  studied  the  problem  that  any 
dam  on  Catahoula  Lake,  which  maintains  a  mini- 
mum water  level  of  sufficient  elevation  to  con- 
stantly flood  a  major  portion  of  the  lake  bed  will 
totally  destroy  or  greatly  impair  the  present  high 
recreational  value  of  the  area,"  said  L.  D.  Young, 
Jr.,  Director,  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Commissidn.     "Our   own   technicians   have   been 
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Aerial  photo  of  Catahoula  Lake  bed  after  it  has  been  flooded  out  by  winter  rains  in  November.  A  few  of  the 
500  duck  blinds  normally  constructed  each  year  on  the  lake  may  be  seen  scattered  about  in  this  photo. 


studying  and  working  on  the  Catahoula  Lake 
area  for  more  than  a  decade." 

At  the  bottom  of  the  concern  of  the  above  men, 
all  highly  respected  wildlife  workers  with  access 
to  competent  research  in  the  field,  is  the  fear 
that  water  will  be  kept  on  Catahoula  Lake  at  all 
times.  A  lock  and  dam  below  Jonesville  will  do 
just  that.  It  will  maintain  permanent  water  over 
a  majority  of  the  Catahoula  Lake  bed. 

Those  are  the  facts ! 

With  such  clear  cut  issues  as  those  outlined 
above,  the  course  of  action  should  be  obvious. 
Build  the  lock  and  dam  above  Jonesville,  prefer- 
ably between  the  mouth  of  Little  River  and  the 
junction  of  the  Ouachita  and  Tensas  Rivers,  and 
avoid  the  detrimental  effects  that  are  sure  to 
result  in  event  the  downstream  location  is  chosen. 
This  would  favor  fish  life  in  the  Tensas  watershed 
and  still  accomplish  the  objective  of  creating  a 
9-foot  channel  on  the  Ouachita  River. 

The  fate  of  this  unique  area  lies  in  the  hands 
of  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  for  that  organi- 
zation will  make  the  decision  as  to  the  location  of 
the  structure  in  Black  River.  Indirectly,  however, 
the  fate  lies  in  your  hands,  for  the  Corps  will 
presumably  be  governed  in  its  decision  by  the 
will  of  the  people.  The  Corps  has  stated  that 
either  location  is  satisfactory  to  it,  and  both 
are  equally  feasible. 

There  are  people  in  the  project  area,  however, 
who  are  strongly  in  favor  of  the  downstream  lo- 


cation— in  favor  of  permanent  water  on  Cata- 
houla Lake.  Most  of  these  are  sincere  in  their 
beliefs  that  such  a  course  will  contribute  im- 
measurably to  Catahoula  Lake  as  a  migratory 
waterfowl  habitat,  will  furnish  water  for  irriga- 
tion, improve  commercial  fishing  many-fold,  im- 
prove the  area  from  a  boating  standpoint,  im- 
prove sport  fishing  greatly,  and  will  attract  great 
sums  of  money  from  recreation  seekers  which 
will  bolster  the  economy  of  the  entire  area. 

Although  these  people  are  sincere,  many  are 
misinformed.  With  regard  to  fish  and  waterfowl 
benefits,  the  most  competent  wildlife  technicians 
in  the  country  disagree  with  them. 

Let's  take  a  quick  look  at  the  intricate  complex 
of  land  and  water  south  of  Jena-Jonesville 
which  comprises  the  Catahoula  Lake  project 
area.  Let's  see  what  it  offers  now  and  what  it 
will  offer  if  the  lock  and  dam  is  built  below  Jones- 
ville in  Black  River. 

WATERFOWL:  Catahoula  Lake  itself  is  vital 
to  north  Louisiana  duck  hunting.  It  is  perhaps 
the  most  important  single  area  in  the  entire 
Mississippi  Flyway,  particularly  for  pintails. 
Clarence  Cottam  said :  "Catahoula  Lake  is  unique. 
There  is  no  other  area  like  it  in  the  United  States. 
Because  of  the  way  nature  regulates  water  levels 
in  this  region,  the  lake  provides  a  vast  amount 
of  waterfowl  foods  and  attractive  habitat  that  is 
used  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  ducks.  The 
natural  water  cycle  wherein  60  to  65  per  cent 
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The  grasses  that  grow  on  the  Catahoula  Lake  bed 
during  the  late  summer  months  are  used  by  local 
people  for  hay  and  by  waterfowl  after  winter  rains 
set  in  and  flood  out  the  lake  bed  with  a  few  inches 
of  water. 


During  some  years  as  many  as  1,000  cattle,  such  as 
those  in  this  photo,  have  been  observed  on  the 
Catahoula  Lake  Bed  in  the  late  summer  after  water 
levels  have  receded.  These  same  flats  are  heavily 
used  by  waterfowl  after  being  reflooded  by  winter 
rains. 


The  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission 
has  been  responsible  for  clearing  approximately 
two  thousand  acres  of  the  Catahoula  Lake  area. 
These  brush-cleared  acres  have  been  wisely  con- 
verted to  lush  waterfowl  feeding  grounds. 


of  the  lake  goes  dry  during  late  summer  provides 
an  ideal  environment  for  the  growth  of  these 
duck  foods." 

Catahoula  Lake  is  by  all  odds  the  most  im- 
portant PUBLIC  duck  hunting  area  in  Louisiana. 
In  addition,  the  attractiveness  of  Catahoula  to 
ducks  improves  duck  hunting  throughout  north 
Louisiana. 

If  the  lock  and  dam  is  placed  below  Jonesville, 
you  can  kiss  Catahoula  Lake  duck  hunting  good- 
bye and  can  expect  duck  hunting  throughout  cen- 
tral and  north  Louisiana  to  get  worse.  Several 
years  of  permanent  water  will  destroy — forever 
— the  duck  food  productivity  of  the  lake. 

FISHING:  The  Jena-Jonesville  complex  pro- 
vides sport  fishing  each  year  that  is  fantastically 
good.  I  doubt  that  any  area  in  the  nation  has  any 
better  angling.  As  in  all  such  overflow  areas, 
fishing  is  seasonal.  A  permanent  water  level  will 
not,  however,  mean  twelve  months  of  good  fish- 
ing each  year.  Fishing  will  still  be  seasonal,  but 
with  the  difference  that  the  peak  periods  will  be 
only  mediocre  instead  of  excellent. 

This  area  is  now  one  of  the  most  productive 
commercial  fishing  areas  in  Louisiana.  Even  one 
of  the  advocates  for  higher  water  levels  stated : 
".  .  .  .  Jonesville  has  been  considered  the  second 
largest  fresh  water  fish  market  in  the  United 
States."  Whether  it  ranks  that  high  or  not  is 
immaterial,  but  it  is  pertinent  that  this  area 
provides  excellent  commercial  fishing  on  both 
rising  and  falling  waters  from  late  December 
until  August. 

All  fisheries  biologists  who  have  studied  this 
problem  have  concluded  that  placing  the  lock  and 
dam  below  Jonesville  will  harm  both  sport  and 
commercial  fishing  tremendously. 

GRAZING :  In  late  summer,  at  a  time  when 
surrounding  pastures  are  critically  short  of 
grass,  the  dried-up  Catahoula  Lake  bed  provides 
grazing  for  thousands  of  cattle  and  hogs.  More 
than  150,000  bales  of  hay  are  removed  from  the 
area  by  farmers  living  in  the  vicinity  in  some 
years. 

Permanent  flooding  will  destroy  this  part  of 
the  resource. 

POLLUTION :  A  tremendous  quantity  of  pol- 
lution now  enters  Catahoula  Lake  via  Little 
River.  A  staggering  total  of  more  than  174,000 
barrels  of  oil  field  brine,  from  the  Tullos-Urania 
oil  fields,  goes  into  Catahoula  Lake  each  day. 
Under  present  conditions,  most  of  this  goes  right 
on  through  the  Lake,  into  Black  River,  and  then 
into  Red  River. 

Permanent  flooding,  according  to  Kenneth  E. 
Biglane,  Chief  of  the  Commission's  Water  Pollu- 
tion Control  Division,  will  result  in  this  brine 
being  spread  over  the  entire  lake  bed.  Being 
heavier  than  fresh  water,  it  will  sink  to  the  bot- 
tom and  accumulate  year  by  year.  It  is  probable 
that  the  chloride  content  of  the  water  would  soon 
become  great  enough  to  destroy  any  vegetation 
which  survived  permanent  flooding,  and  to  make 

(Continued  on  Page  22) 
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This  task  force  of  enforcement  personnel  of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  have  been 
assigned  the  responsible  duty  of  patroling  the  waterways  of  the  state  in  conjunction  with  Louisiana's  new 
motorboat    law.   All  peace  officers  of  the  state  are   urged  to  help  enforce  the  motorboat   law. 

Pick  Agents  For 
Motorboat  Patrol 


A  special    detail    of    the    20    agents    of    the 
enforcement  division  of  the  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  have  been 
thoroughly  indoctrinated  and  equipped  as  a  per- 
manent task   force   to   carry   out   the   Louisiana 


motorboat   law,   enacted   by   the    1960   Louisiana 
Legislature. 

L.  D.  Young,  Jr.,  commission  director,  an- 
nounced that  the  special  detail  of  agents  are 
equipped   with   trucks,    trailers,    boats   and   fast 


Left  to  right  in  photo:  Hilly  K.  James,  Gardner;  Earl  J.  Adams,  Lockport;  Reggie  Barrick,  Baton  Rouge; 
Carl  Wagner,  Albany;  William  Gillispie,  Waterproof;  Mayo  York,  Jonesville;  Albert  Camus,  New  Orleans; 
Vincent  Purpera,  Innis;  Chief  Rudolph  P.  Easterly;  Frank  Swayze,  Monroe;  Clarence  Hinton,  Lake  Charles; 
Gus  Fitzgerald,  Venice;  Marvin  Haynie,  Shreveport;  Joe  Saia,  Port  Allen;  E.  J.  Ranson,  New  Orleans; 
Peter  C.  Legnon,  Houma;  L.  C.  Andrews,  Lake  Charles;  and  George  C.  Picou,  Morgan  City.  J.  C.  Goudeau 
of  Cheneyville  was  not  present  when  photo  was  made. 
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motors  to  enforce  the  state  law  enacted  in  the 
interest  of  personal  safety  and  protection  of  prop- 
erty of  boat  owners  as  authorized  by  the  Federal 
Boating  Act  of  1958. 

"This  federal  act  gave  individual  states  the 
option  of  passing  their  own  motorboat  laws,  or 
turning  this  authority  over  to  the  U.  S.  Coast 
Guard,"  Young  said.  "Louisiana  was  among  the 
states  drawing  up  boating  laws  that  met  federal 
standards,  and  the  special  detail  of  agents  will 
supplement  the  activities  of  other  enforcement 
agents  of  the  commission." 

The  Louisiana  Legislature  shouldered  the  Lou- 
isiana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  with 
the  task  of  registering  boats  operated  by  more 
than  10  horsepower  motors. 

Sending  of  the  special  force  out  to  patrol  the 
waters  of  the  state  was  described  by  Rudolph  P. 
Easterly,  chief  of  the  enforcement  division,  as  a 
necessary  but  not  punitive  measure. 

"We  believe  that  a  great  number  of  people  are 
unaware  that  such  a  law  is  mandatory  and  actu- 
ally in  existence,"  Easterly  said.  "Therefore  the 
first  activities  of  the  enforcement  agents  will  be 
at  an  educational  level." 

Easterly  said  that  his  men  had  been  instructed 
to  board  any  craft  and  inspect  those  vessels  for 
required  safety  devices  and  for  registration 
papers. 

The  special  force  will  also  apprehend  any 
motorboat  operators,  and  water  skiers,  for  intoxi- 
cation or  operation  of  craft  in  any  manner  that 
is  hazardous  to  the  life  or  property  of  others. 

"So  far,"  Easterly  said,  "there  are  approxi- 
mately 50,000  persons  who  have  registered  their 
boats ;  however,  we  believe  there  are  about  45,000 
boats  operated  by  more  than  10  horsepower 
motors  that  have  not  been  registered.  A  motor- 
boat  registration  copy  in  the  possession  of  a  boat 
operator  will  be  honored  as  temporary  certificate, 
for  a  period  not  to  exceed  60  days  from  date  of 
application." 

Owners  of  boats  operated  by  motors  of  ten  or 
less  horsepower  and  handpropelled  craft  do  not 
need  to  have  numbers  on  their  boats,  but  they 
must  have  the  necessary  life  saving  equipment 
and  some  sort  of  light  for  night  use.  For  those 
boats  a  flashlight  will  suffice.  All  boats  must 
have  sufficient  safety  equipment,  as  approved  by 
the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

Easterly  stressed  some  provisions  of  the  Lou- 
isiana law  which  should  help  boat  operators. 
When  a  boat  is  borrowed,  the  borrower  must 
obtain  the  certificate  of  the  owner  and  have  it 
on  his  person.  Also,  when  a  boat  is  sold,  the 
number  goes  with  it,  the  only  exception  being  that 
of  dealers  who  keep  their  own  numbers. 

"The  injury  of  any  person,  or  loss  or  damage 
to  property  of  any  kind,  including  the  vessel,  in 
the  amount  of  $100  or  more,  must  be  reported. 
All  boating  accident  reports  must  be  submitted 
to  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 


mission,   400    Royal    Street,    New    Orleans,"    he 
added. 

The  new  group  of  boat  law  enforcement  agents 
are  equipped  with  white  trucks  and  trailered 
boats  bearing  the  insignia  of  the  commission,  and 
are  easily  spotted  by  red  revolving  truck  cab 
lights.  Their  movement  on  the  highways  of  Lou- 
isiana, as  they  range  about  the  state,  should 
serve  as  a  reminder  to  all  boat  operators  that  the 
state  motorboat  law  will  be  strictly  enforced.       + 


Wildlife  Agent  Drowns 
While  On  Patrol  Duty 

All  of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commission  personnel  deep- 
ly mourn  the  death  of  Wildlife  Agent 
Wilton  F.  LeJeune,  who  drowned  Friday, 
April  14,  while  on  routine  patrol  in  a  West 
Baton  Rouge  canal. 

His  body  was  recovered  by  members  of 
the  West  Baton  Rouge  Parish  sheriff's  flo- 
tilla after  three  hours  of  dragging  opera- 
tions. Search  for  his  body  followed  reports 
from  other  boaters  who  discovered  his  open 
aluminum  boat,  equipped  with  an  outboard 
motor,  floating  near  the  bank  about  halfway 
along  the  cut-off  canal  which  connects  the 
Intracoastal  Canal  and  Bayou  Choctaw. 

LeJeune  had  been  employed  by  the  Loui- 
siana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission 
for  four  years.  A  native  of  Brusly,  he  was 
living  in  Port  Allen  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
A  dedicated  agent,  LeJeune  was  highly  re- 
garded by  his  fellow  agents,  and  all  other 
persons  who  knew  him. 

Sheriff  Belvin  Bergeron  said  that  LeJeune 
had  set  out  early  that  day  on  routine  patrol. 

Following  religious  services  Monday,  April 
17,  at  the  Holy  Family  Catholic  Church,  his 
body  was  interred  in  St.  John  the  Baptist 
Cemetery  in  Brusly. 

LeJeune  is  survived  by  his  wife,  the  for- 
mer Maude  Blanchard  of  Brusly;  mother, 
Mrs.  O'dillon  LeJeune,  Brusly;  three  sons: 
Wilton  F.,  Jr. ;  Donald  James,  Port  Allen ; 
and  Eugene  J.,  U.  S.  Navy;  two  daughters: 
Mrs.  Clyde  M.  Simmons  and  Miss  Mary  Gail 
LeJeune,  both  of  North  Carolina;  three  sis- 
ters :  Mrs.  Delma  LeJeune  and  Mrs.  Herman 
H.  Brown,  Baton  Rouge;  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
Browning,  Brusly;  four  brothers:  Clyde  M. 
LeJeune,  Baton  Rouge ;  Parker  and  Gabe 
LeJeune,  Port  Allen;  and  six  grand-children. 

On  behalf  of  the  entire  staff  of  the  Loui- 
siana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission, 
Director  L.  D.  Young,  Jr.,  has  extended 
deepest  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  sur- 
vivors. + 
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Deer  —  Turkey  Tagging  System  Provides 
Valuable  Information  on  Management 


Information  received  to  date  as  the  result  of 
Louisiana's  new  deer-turkey  law  which  went 
into  effect  this  past  season  has  provided  the 
Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission 
with  valuable  data  about  the  number  of  deer 
hunters  and  the  approximate  kill,  according  to 
a  recent  announcement  by  John  D.  Newsom,  chief 
of  the  fish  and  game  division. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Commission  will  have  more  comprehensive 
information  on  which  to  base  deer  hunting  regu- 
lations during  the  1961-62  deer  hunting  season. 

For  the  1960-61  hunting  season,  the  Louisiana 
Legislature  adopted  a  system  of  deer  and  turkey 
licensing,  tagging  and  reporting  of  kill  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission,  Newsom  said. 

Commission  records  reveal  that  the  total  deer 
kill  reported  by  hunters  as  of  now  is  6,850. 

A  total  of  66,927  deer  and  turkey  license  and 
permit  packets  were  issued  during  the  past  deer 
season. 

These  packets  contained  two  deer  tags,  two  kill 
report  cards,  along  with  the  single  wild  turkey 
kill  tag  and  report. 

Under  the  framework  of  the  reporting  system 
approved  by  the  Commission,  a  hunter  was  to 
report  his  deer  kill  within  five  days  using  the 
hunter  report  card  included  in  his  license  packet. 

Each  of  these  packets  was  numbered  and  the 
number  of  the  deer-turkey  special  license  was 
filled  in  on  the  basic  hunting  license. 

The  only  measure  of  control  that  could  be  exer- 
cised was  through  game  management  area  hunts, 
where  the  deer  killed  were  checked  at  designated 
weighing  stations. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  known  total 
of  6,850  deer  killed  in  Louisiana  during  the  past 


Turkey  tags  are  being  returned  to  the  Commission 
following  (he  recent  open  season. 

season,  only  nine  were  killed  by  hunters  using 
bows  and  arrows.  Of  the  nine,  eight  were  killed  on 
game  management  areas  during  the  special  arch- 
ery season. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  determine  the  non- 
response  rate  for  the  state.  A  controlled  test  in 
the  game  management  areas  indicates  that  the 
failure  of  hunters  to  return  the  postage-paid  kill 
reports  would  come  to  a  minimum  of  14.7  per 
cent. 

Newsom  pointed  out  that  the  deer  kill  by  par- 
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The  new  tagging  system, 
introduced  by  the  Commis- 
sion, following  legislative 
action,  gives  management 
personnel  valuable  in- 
formation about  Louisi- 
ana's deer  herds  and  tur- 
kev  flocks. 


ish  cannot  be  considered  exact  because  of  dis- 
crepancies in  reporting,  however,  the  deer  kill 
per  parish  as  reported  is  adequate  for  manage- 
ment purposes.  + 

HUNTER  REPORTS  ON  PURCHASE  OF  DEER 
AND  TURKEY  LICENSE   1960-61 


No.  Lie. 

.V 

■y.  Permit 

s                  Total 

Parish 

Bought 

Issued 

Acadia 

137 

10 

147 

Allen 

1496 

450 

1946 

Ascension 

466 

49 

515 

Assumption 

3 

33 

36 

Avoyelles 

93 

192 

285 

Beauregard 

1011 

242 

1253 

Bienville 

420 

121 

541 

Bossier 

1118 

171 

1289 

Caddo 

3255 

486 

3741 

Calcasieu 

1759 

263 

2022 

Caldwell 

888 

386 

1274 

Cameron 

32 

4 

36 

Catahoula 

1006 

324 

1330 

Claiborne 

459 

192 

651 

i  'iiiicordia 

1674 

317 

1991 

DeSoto 

417 

123 

540 

E.  Baton  Rouge   2101 

236 

2:;:;7 

East   Carroll 

894 

310 

1204 

E.   Feliciana 

53 

9 

62 

Evangeline 

602 

176 

778 

Franklin 

2154 

678 

2832 

Grant 

742 

502 

1244 

Iberia 

289 

33 

322 

Iberville 

344 

65 

409 

Jackson 

952 

295 

1247 

Jefferson 

650 

86 

736 

Jeff.  Davis 

207 

41 

248 

Lafayette 

202 

17 

219 

Lafourche 

301 

32 

333 

LaSalle 

1016 

407 

1423 

Lincoln 

790 

216 

1006 

Livingston 

908 

233 

1141 

Madison 

1482 

302 

1784 

Morehouse 

1759 

620 

2379 

Natchitoches 

1283 

428 

1711 

Orleans 

686 

118 

804 

Ouachita 

4330 

747 

5077 

Plaquemines 

106 

9 

115 

Pointe  Coupee       469 

172 

641 

Rapides 

3163 

890 

4053 

Red  River 

331 

56 

387 

Richland 

528 

570 

1098 

Sabine 

1001 

430 

1431 

St.  Bernard 

141 

10 

151 

St.  Charles 

265 

9 

274 

St.  Helena 

33 

10 

43 

St.  James 

258 

23 

281 

St.  John 

123 

in 

133 

St.  Landry 

1051 

183 

1234 

St.  Martin 

421 

32 

453 

St.  Mary 

222 

63 

285 

St.  Tammany 

299 

76 

375 

Tangipahoa 

485 

81 

566 

Tensas 

1294 

468 

1762 

Terrebonne 

252 

49 

301 

Union 

879 

210 

1089 

Vermilion 

16] 

52 

213 

Vernon 

1079 

395 

1474 

Washington 

464 

153 

617 

Webster 

1004 

251 

1255 

W.  Baton  Rouge    " 

29 

251 

West  Carroll 

1417 

477 

1894 

W.  Feliciana 

149 

30 

179 

Winn 

961 

518 

1479 

TOTALS 

52757 

14170 

66927 

HUNTER  REPORTS 

OF   DEER   KILL 

BY   PARISH- 

1960-61 

N 

o.    First    Dee 

r    Killed     N 

o.  Second 

Deer   Killed  Com- 
bined 

Parish 

Lie.      Permi 

Total 

Lie.      Perr 

ait    Total        Totals 

Allen 

70         15 

85 

85 

Ascension 

24            4 

28 

28 

Assumption 

84            4 

88 

11 

11           99 

Avoyelles 

95          13 

108 

4 

4         112 

Beauregard 

33            2 

35 

35 

Bienville 

53            7 

60 

3          1 

4           64 

Bossier 

35            4 

39 

5 

5           44 

128 

132 

8 

140 

No.    Fii 

st    Deer 

Killed 

No.   Sec 

ond    De 

■r    Kille 

d  Com- 

bined 

Parish 

Lie. 

Permit 

Total 

Lie. 

Permit 

Total 

Totals 

B.A.F.B.* 

(74)  * 

*        4 

(74) 

(2) 

8 

(76) 

Caddo 

53 

1 

54 

3 

3 

57 

Calcasieu 

7 

2 

9 

9 

Caldwell 

112 

28 

140 

5 

5 

145 

Catahoula 

46 

10 

56 

5 

5 

61 

Claiborne 

58 

10 

68 

4 

4 

72 

Concordia 

412 

71 

483 

27 

2 

29 

512 

DeSoto 

15 

3 

18 

3 

3 

21 

E.    Carroll 

251 

41 

292 

15 

1 

16 

308 

E.  Feliciana 

1 

1 

1 

Evangeline 

17 

3 

20 

2 

1 

3 

23 

Franklin 

44 

5 

49 

4 

4 

53 

Grant 

108 
17 

28 

136 
17 

3 

3 

139 

24 

Iberia 

(3): 

(3) 

7 

7 

(3) 

Iberville 

98 

19 

117 

6 

6 

123 

Jackson 

84 

16 

100 

1 

1 

2 

102 

Jefferson 

15 

15 

15 

Jeff.  Davis 

1 

1 

Lafayette 

1 

1 

1 

Lafourche 

13 

2 

15 

1 

1 

16 

LaSalle 

18 

3 

21 

1 

1 

22 

Lincoln 

10 

2 

12 

1 

1 

13 

Livingston 

21 

1 

22 

2 

2 

24 

Madison 

463 

65 

528 

50 

7 

57 

585 

Morehouse 

210 

23 

233 

13 

2 

15 

248 

Natchitoches 

86 

11 

97 

3 

1 

4 

101 

Ouachita 

3 

3 

3 

Plaquemines 

28 

2 

30 

6 

6 

36 

Pt.  Coupee 

76 

7 

83 

8 

1 

9 

92 

Rapides 

63 

13 

76 

7 

7 

83 

Red    River 

5 

5 

1 

1 

6 

Richland 

46 

5 

51 

2 

2 

53 

Sabine 

811 

18 

98 

3 

3 

101 

St.  Bernard 

12 

1 

13 

2 

2 

15 

St.  Charles 

1  1 

14 

14 

St.  James 

64 

1 

65 

9 

9 

74 

St.  John 

59 

3 

62 

10 

10 

72 

St.  Landry 

36 

7 

43 

1 

1 

44 

St.  Martin 

39 

39 

1 

1 

40 

St.  Mary 

12 

3 

15 

1 

1 

16 

St.  Tamman 

y  34 

6 

40 

1 

1 

41 

Tangipahoa 

32 

4 

36 

2 

9 

38 

Tensas 

824 

131 

955 

101 

21 

122 

1077 

Terrebonne 

37 

1 

38 

2 

2 

40 

Union 

91 

8 

99 

4 

4 

103 

•     Barksdale    Air    Fo 

rce    Base 

•*  Figures    in 

paren 

heses    it 

dieate 

number 

of   fern 

lie    dee 

-   included 

in    total. 

Hunting    Season    Forum 
In    Alexandria    June    6-8 

E.  R.  McDonald,  chairman  of  the  Lou- 
isiana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission, 
today  announced  that  the  commission  has 
fixed  the  dates  of  public  hearings  for  1961- 
62  hunting  seasons  at  its  regularly  scheduled 
monthly  meeting  last  Tuesday,  April  25. 

They  will  be  held  June  6-8  at  the  Holiday 
Inn,  in  Alexandria,  and  daily  hearings  will 
start  each  morning  promptly  at  9:30  a.m. 

In  announcing  the  public  hearings,  Mc- 
Donald said  that  much  good  had  come  from 
these  public  hearings  in  the  past.  Sports- 
men will  be  afforded  ample  time  to  express 
their  own  opinions  regarding  the  fixing  of 
seasons,  and  seasons  and  bag  limits  on  resi- 
dent game  animals  and  birds. 

"There  will  be  ample  opportunity  for 
everyone  attending  the  open  hearings  to 
express  their  views,"  McDonald  said.  "If 
necessary,  the  commission  will  remain  in 
session  for  additional  days." 
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Recreation  and  Field  Trial  Area 
Approved  for  East  Baton  Rouge 


THE  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 
mission has  announced  that  approximately 
237  acres  of  land,  known  as  the  Waddil 
Tract,  will  be  converted  into  a  public  recreational 
area  suitable  to  beagle  trials,  pond  fishing  and 
picnic  use. 

Located  about  four  miles  east  of  Baton  Rouge 
and  bordered  by  the  Comite  River,  on  the  east, 
and  Flannery  Road  on  the  west,  the  area  is 
ideally  located  for  conducting  field  trials,  as  well 
as  recreation  outdoors  for  approximately  200,000 
persons  living  in  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  area. 

The  commission  has  already  entered  into  a 
contract  with  a  road  construction  company  to 
dig  three  ponds,  each  covering  a  little  more  than 
an  acre.  The  ponds,  when  dug,  will  be  stocked 
with  fish  by  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Commissoin. 

Of  the  237  acres,  approximately  40  acres  are 
in  open  pasture  and  the  remainder  is  flat  bottom- 
land type  of  terrain  with  a  heavy  stand  of  water 
and  willow  oak,  maple  and  related  bottomland 
trees.  There  is  a  small  scattering  of  loblolly  pine 
on  the  north  end  of  the  area ;  but  this  constitutes 
a  small  percentage  of  the  total  timber. 

At  present,  there  are  some  cattle  grazing  the 
area,  but  the  owners  are  in  the  process  of  re- 
moving them  as  soon  as  the  area  is  ready  for 
public  use. 

It  has  been  determined  by  commission  person- 
nel that  there  is  a  need  for  more  and  better  field 
trial  areas  in  Louisiana.  This  is  particularily  true 
of  rabbit  dog  trials  and  commission  personnel 
have  contacted  members  of  a  Baton  Rouge  field 
trial  club  to  determine  what  simple  shelters,  and 
beagle  holding  pens  are  necessary. 

Along  the  line  of  habitat  improvement,  the 
lower  end  of  the  tract,  which  consists  of  100  acres, 
is  poorly  drained  at  present  but  drainage  will  be 
improved  with  a  minimum  of  effort  and  cost.  The 


open  end  that  has  been  in  pasture  will  lend  itself 
to  the  production  of  cottontail  rabbits. 

This  opening  is  a  little  less  than  one-half  mile 
long  and  varies  from  400  to  1,000  feet  in  width. 
Planned  establishment  of  parallel  strips  of  cover, 
about  15  feet  wide;  and  clipped  openings,  approxi- 
mately 30  feet  wide ;  from  one  end  of  the  field 
to  the  other  will  provide  good  rabbit  cover. 

The  open  strips  will  be  planted  to  winter  an- 
nuals, such  as  wheat,  rye  grass,  or  oats  around 
the  first  half  of  October,  then  followed  with  a 
summer,  1962,  planting  of  succulent  greens;  pos- 
sibly soy  beans  to  provide  a  source  of  food  when 
natural  foods  begin  to  harden  in  late  summer. 
Present  planning  calls  for  clipping  during  the 
summer,  and  early  spring,  making  tender  grass 
available  through  summer  and  spring  months. 

At  present,  the  hardwood  canopy  is  rather 
dense.  This  factor,  along  with  cattle  use,  has  re- 
duced understory  cover  and  food  in  the  woods. 
Openings  should  be  provided,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  strips  be  cleared  with  a  bulldozer  around 
40-acre  blocks  of  the  timbered  areas.  The  strips 
would  be  continuous  and  wide  enough  to  prevent 
the  canopy  from  closing  over  the  top.  Slash 
pushed  against  the  trees  at  the  end  of  the  strips 
would  provide  excellent  escape  cover  for  rabbits. 
This  slash  would  have  openings  at  least  every 
300  feet  to  allow  passage  of  dogs  and  sportsmen. 

The  commission  feels  that  it  will  probably  be 
necessary  to  maintain  a  schedule  of  dates,  serv- 
ing clubs  throughout  the  state  wanting  to  hold 
their  trials.  This  will  be  handled  by  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  Louisiana  Field  Trial  As- 
sociation. 

This  is  only  one  aspect  of  multiple  use  of  the 
new  tract.  It  is  expected  that  the  fishing  ponds 
and  the  picnic  areas  will  attract  thousands  of 
persons  from  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  area  and 
assure  full  utilization  of  the  tract,  as  soon  as 
it  is  opened  to  the  public.  * 


Young    is    Speaker    at    Wild  life    Federation    Banquet 


Director  L.  D.  young,  jr.,  of  the  Louisiana 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission,  was 
principal  speaker  at  the  banquet  of  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  held  in  Monroe  on 
March  18. 

Speaking  to  convention  delegates,  their  guests 
and  prominent  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the 
country;  Young  discussed  "Plans  and  Programs 
of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  Commission."  He 
stressed  the  progress  made  in  wild  life  and  con- 
servation education,  touching  on  the  recent  open- 
ing of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Museum,  free  to 
the  public,  and  located  at  commission  head- 
quarters,  400   Royal  Street,  New  Orleans. 


He  also  revealed  plans  for  the  wild  life  educa- 
tion program  which  the  commission  has  adopted. 

"It  is  through  this  program,"  Young  said,  "that 
we  base  our  hope  for  the  future — future  of  wild 
life  resources  in  Louisiana.  In  the  final  analysis 
we  expect  to  have  an  educational  assistant  in  each 
of  our  district  offices.  These  education  specialists 
will  be  equipped  with  tools  of  the  trade — lectures 
on  wild  life  resources,  motion  picture  projectors 
and  wild  life  resource  films,  portable  wild  life 
exhibits  and  resource  bulletins  and  pamphlets." 

Director  Young  was  introduced  by  James  Led- 
better,  past  president  of  the  state  federation.  * 


April-May-June,   1961 


Photo  highlights  of  Louisiana 

1961  -  Monroe, 


New  Federation  president  is  J.  W. 
"Bill"  Knippers  of  Welsh  who  told 
of  increased  organization  activity. 


Here  are  the  fellows  who  will  guide  the  federation's  programs 
during  19G1.  Left  to  right,  seated,  Bill  Knippers,  president; 
Jules  C.  Fontenot,  first  vice  president;  and  Chester  H. 
Smith,  second  vice  president.  T.  H.  Roger,  Jr.  at  left  is  the 
new  secretary  and  Ralph   Kling,  Sr.,  treasurer. 


Fish  and  Game  Chief,  John  Xeirsom  elabo- 
rated on  the  division's  plans  and  programs 
for  the  future.  He  was  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived by  the  delegates  and  members. 


District  vice-presidents  of  the  Federation  include,  left  to  right, 
seated:  Clyde  Smith,  New  Orleans;  Francis  Brand,  Norco; 
and  James  Ledbetter,  New  Iberia.  Standing  veeps  are:  M.  C. 
Krentel,  Shreveport;  Lloyd  Voorhies,  Monroe;  A.  S.  Philippe, 
Gonzales;  and  R.  W.  Johnson,  Opelousas.  Ken  Matthews  of 
Alexandria  was  not  present  when  photo  was   taken. 


Outgoing    president    Herbert    Ducote    presents    the 
"President's  Cup"  to  Treasurer  Ralph  Kling. 


Midlife   Federation   Convention 
.ouisiana  -  1961 


y<§ 

/     hL^jh 

l»         J 

V 

& 

1ft 

f      ] 

These  three  enthusiastic  outdoorsmen  will  call  the  signals 
for  the  Louisiana  Outdoor  Writers  Association  during  the 
year.  They  are,  left  to  right,  Col.  Bill  Hornsey  of  Baton 
Rouge,  president;  Frank  Adams,  Lake  Charles  newsman, 
vice-president ;  and  Hurley  Campbell,  Baton  Rouge  outdoor 
columnist,  secretary. 


Featured  banquet  speaker  ivas  L. 
D.  Young,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Wild 
Life,   and  Fisheries  Commission. 


Claude  "Grits"  Gresham,  standing,  former  editor  of  the  Conserva- 
tionist and  presently  free-lance  outdoor  writer,  headed  a  panel  of 
radio,  television  and  newspaper  representatives  in  a  discussion  about 
education  and  publicity  releases  for  outdoor  writers. 


T.  H.  Roger  of  Norco,  new  secretary  of  the 
Federation  received  plaudits  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  directed  the  convention  program. 


etary  Charles  Bosch,  right, 
reports  of  "Job  well  done" 


Mrs.  Fay  Fontenot,  secretary  of  the  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion of  Pointe  Coupee,  receives  the  membership 
achievement  trophy  from  Louis  Hirdler  of  Lake 
Charles,  chairman  of  membership  committee. 
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NOW  THAT  summertime  is  with  us  and  the 
fishing  fever  has  begun  to  enter  our  veins, 
we  could  recommend  no  better  place  to  spend 
a  vacation  or  to  go  on  a  fishing  trip  than  north- 
east Louisiana.  However,  whether  it  be  a  fishing 
trip,  summer  or  winter  vacation,  no  other  part 
of  our  state  offers  more  recreational  opportuni- 
ties than  this  area  which  comprises  Districts 
II  and  IV  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 
mission. 

Abounding  in  the  waters  of  this  section  are  to 
be  found  bass  and  crappie,  catfish  and  even  alli- 
gator gars  if  one  wishes  to  fish  for  them.  There 
the  white  bass  attain  their  greatest  abundance, 
chiefly  in  the  oxbow  lakes  along  the  Mississippi, 
Black  and  Ouachita  Rivers.  And,  of  course,  the 
black  bass,  the  premier  fish  of  Louisiana's  fresh 
waters,  is  to  be  found  in  multitude  in  its  rivers, 
ponds  and  lakes  much  to  the  delight  of  all  dis- 
ciples of  Isaak  Walton. 

As  we  all  know  there  is  no  state  in  the  Union 
that  has  a  greater  abundance  or  variety  of  game 
birds  and  waterfowl  than  our  own  state.  Ducks, 
represented  by  nearly  a  score  of  species,  spend  the 
winter  in  our  confines  and  they  may  be  found 
feeding  and  resting  during  migration  along  the 
grassy  shores  of  some  of  the  lakes  of  this  region 
and  along  the  sandbars  of  the  Mississippi  as  is 
the  case  with  the  migrating  geese  of  which  we 
have  four  species  as  visitors. 

In  what  is  generally  termed  "Northeast  Lou- 
isiana," which  comprises  15  parishes,  are  to  be 
found  two  of  our  game  refuges,  five  wildlife 
management  areas,  and  three  public  shooting 
grounds.  Controlled  hunts  for  deer,  turkey,  and 
squirrel  are  conducted  under  the  supervision  of 
the  commission's  biologists  who  are  at  work  year 
round  to  create  habitat  for  these  species. 

Recently  the  commission  acquired  a  tract  of 
some  15,000  acres  in  Ouachita  Parish,  which  it 
named  the  Russell  Sage  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  in  memory  of  the  philanthropist  whose 
widow  aided  Louisiana  in  its  early  conservation 
movement.  There  is  opportunity  for  having  rab- 
bit and  squirrel  hunting  there  next  season.  A  deer 
herd  is  being  developed.  Waterfowl  hunting  pos- 
sibilities will  depend  upon  future  developments. 

An  amazing  concentration  of  ducks  occur  at 


e.  r.  Mcdonald 


Catahoula  Lake  in  LaSalle,  Grant,  Rapides,  and 
Catahoula  Parishes.  Much  of  this  lake  dries  up 
annually  and  paradoxically,  it  so  happens,  that 
intermittent  drying  is  necessary  for  the  best 
growth  of  duck  food  plants  such  as  millet  and 
chufa.  These  food  plants  are  the  favorite  and 
staple  foods  of  mallard  and  pintail  ducks  and 
during  migration  these  species  swarm  onto  the 
lake  much  to  the  delight  of  the  winter  vacationist 
or  hunter. 

Woodcock  are  to  be  found  in  the  alluvial  pine 
flats  and  uplands  of  this  summer  and  winter 
vacation  paradise.  Turkeys  are  on  the  comeback 
in  some  of  the  suitable  habitat  along  the  river  bot- 
toms of  the  Ouachita,  Boeuf,  and  Tensas  Rivers. 

In  this  section  of  the  state,  rabbits  are  abun- 
dant and  the  fox  squirrel  population  is  large. 
Two  of  the  parishes  of  this  area  have  been  esti- 
mated to  possess  the  largest  concentrations  of 
deer  in  the  state  and  even  the  black  bear  is  still 
found  in  East  Carroll,  Madison,  and  Tensas 
Parishes.  Doves  are  to  be  found  in  every  part  of 
our  state  and  they  are  extremely  numerous  in 
this  section  where  they  concentrate  in  the  corn 
and  bean  fields  along  the  rivers. 

For  vacationers  or  those  making  over-night 
stops  there  are  numerous  hotels;  also  the  two 
beautiful  state  parks  of  Chemin-a-Haut,  near 
Bastrop,  and  Lake  Bruin,  near  Newellton,  where 
the  fishing  in  the  latter  named  lake  and  the  near- 
by barrow  pits  of  the  river  is  incomparable.  For 
the  vacationist,  fisherman,  or  overnight  stayer 
the  vacation  cabins  are  completely  furnished  and 
equipped.  Comfortable  beds,  ice  boxes,  stoves, 
hot  water  and  electricity,  cooking  utensils  and 
linen  are  provided.  At  Chemin-a-Haut  there  are 
facilities  for  group  campers  with  a  dormitory 
affording  accommodations  for  group  campers 
with  room  for  50  persons  and  tent  and  trailer 
camping  is  permitted. 

All-in-all,  northeast  Louisiana  leaves  little  to 
be  desired  by  the  sportsman  or  vacationer  either 
in  the  summertime  or  wintertime — fishing  and 
camping,  hunting  for  quail,  deer,  waterfowl  and 
migratory  birds,  boating,  swimming  and  scenic 
drives — it  has  something  for  anyone's  preference 
and  pocketbook.  + 
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Dr.  George  Lowery,  Jr.,  (center)  author  of  "Louisiana  Birds,"  presents  autographed  copies  of  the  interest- 
ing and  attractive  book  to  E.  R.  McDonald,  left,  chairman  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission,  and 
Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis.    The  presentations  were  made  in  the  Governor's  office. 

New  Edition  of  "Louisiana  Birds"  Published 
By  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission 

new  kind  of  state  bird  book — a  guide  to  the 
sport  and  science  of  bird  study  written  from  the 
regional   point   of  view. 

Each  species  of  bird  ever  found  in  Louisiana 
is  discussed  authoritatively  in  a  separate  account. 
Gone  are  the  formalized  headings  such  as  Status, 
Description,  and  Distribution  that  make  such 
accounts  hard  to  read.  Instead,  these  subjects 
are  woven  into  informal  treatments  steeped  in 
the  atmosphere  of  the  Cajun  Country. 

Profusely  illustrated,  Louisiana  Birds  con- 
tains 13  full-page  four-color  plates ;  27  two-color 
plates ;  69  photographs  of  birds ;  14  full-page 
habitat  photographs;  135  text  illustrations;  and 
12  new  bar  graphs  showing  seasonal  distribution 
of  all  387  species. 

A  resident  artist,  Robert  E.  Tucker,  has  por- 
trayed the  birds  of  Louisiana  in  line  drawings, 
half-tones,  and  water  colors.  Similar  species  are 
grouped   together  on   the  same   plates   in  tested 

(Continued  on  Page  22) 


LOUISIANA  BIRDS  by  George  H.  Lowery,  Jr., 
Ph.  D.,  has  been  re-published  by  the  Lou- 
isiana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission 
and  is  now  on  sale  at  book  stores  throughout 
Louisiana. 

Issued  by  the  Louisiana  State  University  Press, 
this  completely  new  edition  of  the  state  bird  book 
brings  up  to  date  the  story  of  Louisiana  birds. 

Ten  new  species  discovered  within  state  bound- 
aries since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition 
in  1955  bring  the  total  now  included  to  387. 
Numerous  changes  and  additions  have  been  made 
in  dates  and  places  of  occurrence  of  most  species. 

As  a  place  to  see  birds,  Louisiana  ranks 
among  the  top  five  states  in  the  nation — more 
than  half  of  all  the  birds  known  to  occur  in  the 
United  States  have  been  found  within  state 
boundaries.  Here,  in  bayou  and  bottomland,  on 
wet  prairie  and  in  moss-draped  forest,  one  finds 
the  epitome  of  all  the  color  and  abundance  that 
give  Southern  bird  life  its  special  charm. 

In  Louisiana  B/rrfs,  the  author  has  created  a 
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Letters...  v 

Questions... 
Answers... 
about 

WILDLIFE  in  LOUISIANA 

conducted  by  Steve  Harmon 


Dear  Editor: 

In  the  past  the  members  of  the 
Louisiana  Outdoor  Writers  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  success 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  an- 
nual fishing  rodeo.  We  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  wish  to 
thank  you. 

This  year  the  rodeo  will  be  held 
on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
of  June  2-3-4. 

This  year  the  entrance  prize 
will  be  a  1961  sixteen  foot  Fiber- 
glass boat.  It  is  powered  by  a  40 
horsepower  electric  start  motor. 
The  trailer  is  a  1961  model. 

Fish  must  be  caught  in  either 
Lake  Pontchartrain  or  Lake  Mau- 
repas  or  any  of  the  rivers  leading 
into  either  lake. 

Weigh-in  stations  will  be  at 
Rottman's  Landing  and  at  the 
Farmer's  Market  in  Hammond. 

BILL  GRAZIANO 


With  all  those  facts,  Graziano  for- 
gets the  "who"  is  the  girl? 

Dear  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  second-hand 
publications  of  your  Louisiana 
Conservationist  and  I  find  that  it 
helps  me  in  my  taxidermy  work. 
Would  you  please  send  me  your 
next  issue.    I  would  also  like  very 


much  for  you  to  send  me  the 
names  of  extinct  or  near  extinct 
birds  and  animals  and  informa- 
tion on  them. 

PAUL  L.  OLIVIER 

When  we  think  of  extinct  birds, 
the  Passenger  Pigeon  and  the  Caro- 
lina Parakeet  come  to  mind  first,  then 
we  probably  should  add  the  Ivory- 
billed  Woodpecker  to  the  list.  There 
is  another  category  of  birds  which  we 
call  extirpated,  meaning  they  no  long- 
er occur  in  the  state  although  they 
arc  not  quite  extinct.  This  would  in- 
clude the  Atwater  Prairie  Chicken 
and  the  Whooping  Crane  alth 
we  have  had  an  unconfirmed  sight 
record  for  the  latter  during  the  last 
year.  I  am  sure  that  you  could  find 
more  material  on  these  species  in 
your  local  branch  of  the  parish  li- 
brary, particularly  in  Dr.  Lowrey's 
excellent  book  entitled  LOUISIANA 
BIRDS. 

Extirpated  mammals  would  include 
Bison,  probably  Cougar  or  Panther, 
and  possibly  the  marine  mammal  the 
Manatee.  Further  information  on  this 
subject  is  also  available  from  your 
parish  library,  particularly  in  Dr. 
Li/le  S.  St.  Amant's  book  entitled 
LOUISIANA  WILDLIFE  INVEN- 
TORY AND  MANAGEMENT  PLAN, 
published  by  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life 
Charles  R.   Shaw 

Dear  Editor: 

I  would  appreciate  it  if  you 
would  enter  my  name  on  your 
mailing  list  to  receive  a  free  sub- 
scription to  the  Louisiana  "Con- 
servationist" —  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commission. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
read  several  of  the  issues,  and 
find  them  most  enjoyable.  I  know 
my  three  teen-age  sons  would  also 
enjoy  reading  them,  as  the  articles 


are  very  interesting  as  well  as  in- 
formative. 

Incidentally,  I  recently  had  an 
opportunity  to  visit  the  exhibits 
at  the  Wild  Life  &  Fisheries 
Building  and  would  like  to  con- 
gratulate you  and  the  many  others 
involved  for  such  a  fine  display. 
I'm  sure  everyone  who  visits  the 
exhibit  will  certainly  be  pleased 
at  what  they  see. 

Thanking  you  for  your  attention 
to  the  above,  and  with  sincere 
wishes,  I  remain 

Yours    very   truly, 

HERBERT  0.  TREITLER,  SR. 

Dear  Editor: 

I  would  like  some  information 
concerning  deer  in  Tensas  Parish. 

First,  is  there  a  certain  species 
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of  liver  fluke  that  infests  deer  in 
this  parish  or  does  this  species 
infect  all  deer? 

Also,  what  is  the  secondary  ani- 
mal which  the  larvae  of  the  deer 
fluke  inhabits,  and  what  is  the 
best  way  of  controlling'  the  liver 
fluke  that  infect  deer? 

I  would  also  like  to  know  how 
serious  this  problem  is  in  Louis- 
iana. 

I  would  be  very  grateful  for  any 
added  information  you  could  send 
me. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Very  gratefully  yours, 

A.  M.  WILLIAMS 

The  deer  liver  fluke  that  you  re- 
ferred to  in  your  recent  letter  is  the 
Large  American  Liver  Fluke  (Fas- 
cioloides  magna).  It  is  known  to  oc- 
cur in  Texas,  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Colorado,  Illi- 
nois, Iowa,  Idaho,  Oklahoma,  New 
York,  Montana,  North  Dakota,  and 
several  other  states  in  the  southeast. 
Technically  speaking  this  animal  is 
classed  as  a  digenetic  trematodc,  a 
member  of  the  flatworm  phylum.  It 
has  been  found  in  deer,  cattle,  sheep, 
goats,   bison  and  elk. 

As  is  the  case  with  most  flukes  the 
Large  American  Liver  Fluke  has  a 
very  complicated  life  cycle.  Eggs  from 
the  adult  fluke  arc  passed  out  of  the 
bile  ducts  of  the  liver  into  the  di- 
gestive tract  and  are  passed  out  of 
the  body  of  the  host  animal  in  the 
feces.  These  eggs  hatch  in  about  two 
weeks  into  a  free  swimming  form 
known  as  a  miricidium.  This  miri- 
cidium penetrates  the  body  of  an 
acquatic  snail  where  it  develops  into 
a  sporocyst  stage.  The  sporocyst  in 
turn   becomes   a    rcdia   and   the   redia 


The  Fish  and  Game  division  not 
only  transplanted  black  francolins 
last  week  but  also  a  black  bear. 
Doc  Harris,  supervisor  of  the 
predator  section,  trapped  a  female 
black  bear  in  the  Cote  Blanche  Is- 
land area  of  St.  Mary  Parish  and 
released  it  in  the  Chicago  Mills 
area.  Doc  figures  that  now  that 
he  has  "broken  the  ice"  he  can 
lake  several  more  bears  from  this 
area  where  they  have  been  caus- 
ing considerable  trouble  to  live- 
stock owners. 


These  men  represent  the  Ascension  Parish  Sportsmen  League's  rescue  squad. 
They  are  from  left  to  right,  first  row:  Irby  Robert,  C.  V.  Foster,  Ulysses 
Cassard,  Joe  Benoit,  president  of  the  league,  Charles  Olano,  game  warden  of 
our  neighboring  parish,  and  Edmond  Ourso,  our  local  game  warden.  Second 
row:  Harold  Crocker,  Edward  Casso,  Frank  Montero,  Kelly  Falcon,  captain 
of  the  squad,  Freddie  Gomez,  Carl  Capone,  Harold  Smith  and  Hubert  Daigle, 
Jr.  A  few  of  the  squad  members  were  absent  for  the  picture.  Our  squad  was 
formed  when  one  of  our  sportsmen's  league  members  was  lost  hunting  rabbits 
in  the  swamps.  He  spent  the  whole  night  trying  to  find  his  way  out  and  wasn't 
found  until  six  o'clock  the  next  morning.  A  few  of  our  members  decided  to 
organize  a  squad  to  be  used  for  such  a  purpose  and  that's  how  we  became  or- 
ganized. These  men  were  selected  for  their  outdoor  experiences  and  if  needed 
we  can  always  call  on  other  members  of  our  league  which  is  comprised  of  200 
members.  They  are  all  ready  and  capable  to  assist  us  at  any  time. 

We  had  an  opportunity  to  use  our  squad  a  few  months  ago.  When  a  hunter 
was  reported  lost,  we  were  notified  immediately,  and  in  ten  minutes  we  were 
on  our  way  to  join  the  search.  He  was  found  at  9:00  o'clock  P.M.  after  searching 
through  a  large  wooded  area  for  three  hours. 

We  have  planned  to  purchase  a  trailer  for  all  our  equipment.  Our  equip- 
ment will  consist  of  first  aid  kits,  snake  bite  kits,  maps,  short  wave  radios, 
compasses,  lights,  horns,  boots,  raincoats  and  we  have  twenty  boats  that  are 
available  and  ready  to  be  used  at  any  time.  Our  squad  is  equipped  to  search  on 
land  or  water,  whatever  the  situation  may  be. 

My  advice  to  other  leagues  or  hunting  clubs  is  to  form  such  a  squad  as 
ours.  It  will  be  a  worthy  asset  to  the  league  or  club  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
munity. 

develops  into  a  cercaria.  The  cercaria 
leaves  the  snail  about  5  or  6  weeks 
after  the  miricidium  first  entered. 
The  cercaria  is  a  free  swimming  form 
which  eventually  swims  to  a  blade  of 
grass,  crawls  up  on  the  grass  and 
forms  a  cyst.  The  grass  blade  is  eaten 
cyst  and  all  by  a  deer.  The  cercaria 
then  burrows  through  the  abdominal 
cavity  into  the  liver  where  it  grows 
to    maturity. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  in  the 
process  of  determining  the  range  and 
incidence  of  this  fluke  in  Louisiana. 
It  is  our  belief  that  the  Madison,  Ten- 
sas and  Franklin  Parish  area  has  the 
highest  incidence  of  this  parasite  in 
the  state.  Few  deer  in  this  area 
escape  having  them.  We  do  not  believe 
that  the  liver  fluke  is  directly  respon- 
sible for  any  appreciable  amount  of 
deer  mortality.  The  deer  apparently 
can  carry  moderate  fluke  infections 
with  little  difficulty.  Any  parasite  is 
capable  of  lowering  general  body  con- 
dition, however. 

You  can  of  course  realize  that 
treatment  or  control  measures  for 
this  parasite  are  impossible  to  say 
the  least. 

Dan  Dennett,  Jr. 

Deer   Study    Leader 


"T."  Roger,  Secretary  of  the  La. 
Wildlife  Federation,  and  Walt 
Day,  Secretary  of  the  Bonnet  Car- 
re Rod  and  Gun  Club,  proudly  dis- 
play a  very  large  double  bearded 
turkey  gobbler.  Mr.  Roger  shot 
this  fine  bird  in  East  Feliciana 
Parish  on  the  opening  day  of  the 
turkev  season. 
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Percy  Viosca   Is   Honored   By 

Louisiana   Outdoor  Writers   As 

Conservationist  Of  The  Year 


James  N.  McConnell,  right.  Chief  of  the  Oyster,  Water  Bottoms  and 
Seafood  Division,  presents  the  outstanding  conservationist  award  to 
veteran  marine  biologist  Percy  Viosca,  Jr.  The  award  is  given  an- 
nually by  the  Louisiana  Outdoor  Writers  Association.  McConnell  and 
Viosca's  combined  state  service  is  approximately  75  years. 


Percy  VIOSCA,  jr.,  veteran 
Louisiana  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commission  ma- 
rine biologist,  was  named  recip- 
ient of  the  Louisiana  Outdoor 
Writers  Association's  annual 
trophy  award  as  the  "Outstand- 
ing Conservationist  of  the 
Year." 

The  trophy  was  received  on 
behalf  of  Viosca  during  the  an- 
nual banquet  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation  by  James 
N.  McConnell,  chief  of  the  Oys- 
ters, Water  Bottoms  and  Sea- 
food division  of  the  Louisiana 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 
mission  since   1926. 

The  Louisiana  Outdoor  Writ- 
ers Association  holds  its  annua] 


meeting  along  with  the  yearly 
convention  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife   Federation. 

Viosca  was  named  recipient 
of  the  award  during  the  banquet 
which  highlighted  the  federa- 
tion's three-day  convention  in 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  March  17-19. 

The  trophy  went  to  Viosca 
for  1960,  in  recognition  of  his 
many  years  of  service  to  the 
state  wildlife  commission,  and 
for  years  of  scientific  research 
in  the  field  of  biology. 

Here  is  what  President  Sam 
Hanna  of  the  Outdoor  Writers 
organization  had  to  say  in  pre- 
senting the  award  to  Viosca : 

"We  wanted  a  man  that  all 
conservationists   would   look   to 


with  respect  and  we  found  that 
man. 

"Yes,  we  found  our  recipient 
right  under  our  very  noses.  We 
have  ...  all  of  us  have  known 
him  but  have  overlooked  him 
for  over  a  decade. 

"It's  easy  to  overlook  a  stu- 
dent —  a  scientist  in  his  own 
field. 

"So  perhaps  you  will  know 
him  if  I  told  you  who  he  is.  He's 
a  graduate  of  Tulane. 

"There  are  thousands  of  grad- 
uates, but  there  aren't  thousands 
who  have  a  tremendous  knowl- 
edge of  the  outdoors,  biology 
especially. 

"In  fact,  it  is  because  of  his 
work  in  biology  that  others  out- 
side our  state  have  recognized 
him  long  before  we  have.  He's 
known,  in  fact,  internationally 
as  well  as  nationally. 

"Periodicals  and  scientific  pa- 
pers he  has  written  and  pub- 
lished. Many  of  them. 

"Research  he  has  performed. 
Much,  much  of  it. 

"New  ideas  he  has  presented 
.  .  .  and  at  time  when  others  felt 
that  he  didn't  know  what  he  was 
talking  about  .  .  .  yet  later  real- 
ized that  he  did. 

"Our  Conservationist  of  the 
Year  has  been  practicing  what 
he  preaches  for  over  40  years. 
He's  been  working  with  the  var- 
ious Louisiana  conservation 
agencies  approximately  35  years. 

"By  now  you  must  know  that 
the  Louisiana  Conservationist  is 
an  elderly  man  .  .  .  67  .  .  .  but  not 
too  old  to  bypass  a  state  wild- 
life convention  to  spend  a  long 
day  working  ...  at  his  age  .  .  . 
in  the  Gulf. 

"The  Louisiana  Wild  Life  & 
Fisheries  Commission  is  making 
an  effort  to  restore  the  untold 
knowledge  of  this  man  who  has 
contributed  so  much  to  the  ec- 
ology and  biology  of  Louisiana. 

"Therefore,  it  gives  me  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  call 
on  a  lifelong  friend  of  our  con- 
servationist, Mr.  James  N.  Mc- 
Connell, chief  of  the  division  of 
oysters,  waterbottoms  and  sea- 
food, to  come  forth  and  receive 
the  award  on  behalf  of  all  of  us 
for  Mr.  Marine  Biologist,  the 
dean  of  Louisiana  biologists,  the 
Outstanding  Conservationist  of 
1960— Mr.  Percy  Viosca,  Jr."  + 
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In  Rockefeller  Refuge 

CAMERON 
Gets 
DEER 


ROCKEFELLER  REFUGE,  a  83  thousand  acre 
waterfowl  haven,  someday  may  become 
deer  country  if  32  does  and  ten  bucks  take 
to  the  Cameron  area. 

Early  last  March  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commission  released  the  42  deer,  pur- 
chased from  King's  Ranch,  on  the  sprawling 
refuge. 

John  Paul  Crain,  a  member  of  the  Commission 
from  Grand  Chenier,  asked  that  no  one  shoot  the 
deer.  He  also  cautioned  motorists  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  them  along  the  highway  near  the 
refuge. 

Mr.  Crain  said  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  parish's 
deer  population,  which  has  become  very  small, 
will  be  built  up  again  through  these  efforts  and 
that  in  a  few  years  perhaps  the  parish  can  have 
an  open  hunting  season  on  deer.  He  said  that 
the  parish  is  one  of  the  few  in  the  state  that  does 
not  presently  have  an  open  season  on  the  white- 
tails. 

Grazing  for  deer  on  the  Rockefeller  Refuge  has 
improved  considerably  during  the  past  few  years 
as  a  result  of  a  network  of  levees  that  have  been 


(Photo   by   Elora    Montie) 

Prior  to  release  on  the  refuge,  the  deer  were  tagged 
by  personnel  of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Commission.  Cameron  youngsters  appear  in- 
terested   in    the    project. 


This  white-tail,  following  placement  of  identification 
tag,  bounds  into  the  improved  marshlands. 

built  in  connection  with  the  waterfowl  manage- 
ment work  there. 

Deer  had  been  moving  into  the  area  from  the 
east  end  of  the  parish  before  Hurricane  Audrey 
in  1957,  but  the  storm  destroyed  all  of  these 
animals.  In  other  coastal  areas  of  Louisiana  there 
are  a  good  many  deer  also. 

"Deer  herds  increase  rapidly  if  undisturbed 
and  in  a  few  years  they  may  be  a  common  sight 
along  the  Chenier,"  Crain  said. 

Young  female  deer  usually  raise  one  fawn  but 
after  the  second  year  two  and  even  three  fawns 
per  doe  can  be  expected.  + 

GOVERNOR  DAVIS 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 

cases  they  provide  the  recreational  opportunities 
that  seem  to  be  fast  diminishing  today. 

"But  more  than  that,  they  are  our  link  with 
nature.  In  our  refineries  we  make  hundreds  of 
different  products  every  day  from  oil.  But  the 
chemical  process  has  never  been  devised  that  will 
resurrect  the  ivory-billed  woodpecker.  We  have 
split  the  atom ;  we  send  satellites  into  space ;  we 
send  pictures  through  the  air.  But  we  are  hard- 
pressed  to  find  a  way  to  save  from  extinction  the 
whooping  crane,  the  sandhill  crane  and  the  whist- 
ling swan. 

"It  is  well  for  us  always  to  reflect  that  man, 
with  all  the  knowledge  of  physics,  chemistry  and 
mathematics,  is  powerless  to  alter  the  inflexible 
laws  of  nature. 

"The  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  is  to 
be  commended  for  its  establishment  of  this  mu- 
seum. It  will  be  a  source  of  wildlife  training  and 
education  for  countless  thousands  of  children  who 
cannot  see  nature  firsthand.  It  will  draw,  I  am 
sure,  more  than  its  share  of  tourists  and  scien- 
tists. 

"Let  us  hope  also  that  it  will  serve  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  wise  conservation  practices 
and  that  eventually  there  will  be  a  few  specimens 
inside  that  the  viewer  cannot  observe  in  their 
true  and  natural  habitat — the  woods,  lakes,  for- 
ests and  bayous  of  our  state."  * 
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Chairman  E.  R.  McDonald  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commis- 
sion is  shown  presenting  a  check  to  Chief  Justice  John  B.  Fournet  of 
the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court.  The  contribution  is  to  help  defray  the 
expense  of  moving  the  statue  of  Edward  Douglas  White,  former 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  from  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Commission  building  to  the  new  Supreme  Court  build- 
ing. Others  in  the  photo  are,  seated.  Colonel  John  Dart;  standing, 
from  left  are  Mark  W.  Malloy,  Richard  Yancey,  Charles  J.  Rivet,  Ellis 
C.  Irwin,  Warren  M.  Simon,  Thompson  Clarke  and  Justice  Walter  B. 
Hamlin.  The  presentation  took  place  in  Judge  Fournet's  offices.  Chair- 
man McDonald  told  the  group  that  a  wildlife  statue  would  replace 
the  one  of  Judge  White. 
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There's  a  new  look  at  Rockefeller  Wildlife  Refuge.  It's  in  the  form 
of  a  large  sign  shaped  in  the  form  of  the  outline  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana and  made  of  natural  cedar.  Highway  travelers  will  have  little 
difficulty  in  locating  the  main  headquarters  of  the  refuge.  Visitors 
are  welcome  to  enter  the  gates  and  examine  caged  mammals  and  birds 
that   are  residents  of  the  refuge. 


20 


Louisiana  Conservationist 


RESEARCH  CENTER  RECOMMENDED 
FOR  CENTRAL  LOUISIANA 


THE  LOUISIANA  Forestry  Association  has  rec- 
ommended that  a  five-million-dollar  forest 
products  research  center  be  established  in 
Central  Louisiana  by  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service. 

The  action  was  taken  by  the  LFA  Executive 
Committee  at  the  request  of  James  C.  Bolton  of 
the  Alexandria-Pineville  Chamber  of  Commerce's 
area  planning  committee. 

"We  need  research  stepped  up  to  find  new 
uses  for  Southern  wood,"  Bolton  pointed  out  when 
contacted.  He  stressed  that  such  a  c  e  n  t  e  r's 
work  would  not  overlap  at  all  with  that  of  the 
Alexandria  Research  Center,  which  specializes  in 
forest  management  and  reforestation  studies. 

W.  N.  Darwin  of  Oakdale,  chairman  of  the  LFA 
research  committee,  cited  the  state's  leadership 
among  Southern  states  in  reforestation  and  the 
record  of  industrial  cooperation  with  research 
agencies  as  two  prime  reasons  why  Louisiana  de- 
serves to  have  the  new  facilities.  He  pointed  out 
that  such  a  center  would  be  a  branch  of  the  For- 
est Products  Laboratory  in  Madison,  Wis.,  which 
is  the  sole  federal  institution  for  forest  products 
research  at  the  present  time. 

"In  order  for  landowners  to  realize  the  maxi- 
mum return  from  their  timber  holdings,"  Darwin 
said,  "we  must  find  new  and  revolutionary  uses 


for  pine  and  hardwood.  We  agree  with  Mr.  Bol- 
ton that  we  need  someone  down  here  to  specialize 
in  this  field." 

A  water  study  commission  for  Louisiana  was 
also  recommended  following  a  report  by  Warren 
Dietrich  of  Minden,  chairman  of  the  LFA  water 
resources  committee.  Voting  to  support  the  efforts 
of  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  to  have  such  a 
body  established  by  the  Legislature,  the  group 
stressed  the  need  for  "more  thought  and  study 
on  water  projects  in  the  state  before  they're 
built." 

The  association,  according  to  Dietrich,  will 
cooperate  with  other  interested  groups  in  getting 
the  study  group  created  by  the  Legislature  in 
1962.  He  pointed  out  that  the  need  for  such  a 
group  has  been  recommended,  not  only  by  the 
forestry  association  but  by  the  Association  of 
Soil  Conservation  District  Supervisors  and  the 
Farm  Bureau. 

As  he  understands  it,  he  said,  the  study  com- 
mission would  not  become  involved  in  flood  con- 
trol matters. 

"Its  primary  purpose,"  he  said,  "should  be  to 
delve  into  the  problems  of  all  water  users  and 
recommend  ways  and  means  of  insuring  the 
maximum  use  of  available  water  for  the  good  of 
the  state  as  a  whole."  + 


Commission  Cracks  Down  on  Seafood  Law  Violators 


THE  LOUISIANA  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Com- 
mission, has  warned  that  present  Louisiana 
shrimp  laws  will  be  strictly  enforced,  and 
that  wildlife  agents  along  the  entire  Louisiana 
coast  are  carrying  out  an  intensive  drive  to  ap- 
prehend violators. 

Agents  are  using  planes  and  boats  in  the  effort 
to  prevent  illegal  trawling,  as  well  as  theft  of 
oysters  with  small  dredges  on  privately  leased 
oyster  beds. 

The  Louisiana  law  calls  for  confiscation  of 
illegal  trawls  and  dredges  by  the  commission  and 
that  they  will  be  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of 
the  commission. 

The  shrimping  season  in  inside  waters  will  be 
open  during  May  and  June  starting  May  1.  It  will 
be  closed  July  1  until  the  third  Monday  in  August. 

Illegal  trawling  by  small  boats,  and  more  re- 
cently the  theft  of  oysters  from  privately  leased 
beds,  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mission and  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  en- 
force trawling  laws  and  illegal  taking  of  oysters 
with  dredges. 

A    warning   to    all    who    have    been    violating 


private  oyster  leases  that  it  is  not  only  illegal  to 
take  oysters  with  dredges  from  private  leases, 
but  that  taking  oysters  with  dredges  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  is  illegal  except  on  leased  beds, 
by  the  lease  holders  of  their  employees. 

All  vessels  in  operation  must  be  properly  li- 
censed and  numbered.  No  grace  period  will  be 
allowed  and  anyone  in  violation  of  the  provisions 
will  be  prosecuted  according  to  law. 

The  law  says  that : 

1.  Illegal,  unlicensed  or  improperly  tagged 
tackle  shall  be  confiscated  and  destroyed. 

2.  First  offense:  $200  minimum  fine,  $500 
maximum  fine  or  15  to  30  days  in  jail,  or 
both. 

3.  Second  offense :  $500  minimum  fine,  $1,000 
maximum  fine  and  60  to  90  days  in  jail. 

4.  Third  offense:  $750  minimum  fine.  $1,000 
maximum  fine  and  90  to  120  days  in  jail, 
and  the  license  shall  be  revoked  and  shall 
not  be  re-instated  at  any  time  during  the 
period  for  which  it  has  been  issued  and  for 
one  year  thereafter.  + 
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CATAHOULA  LAKE 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

the  lake  unsuitable  for  either  fish  or  fish  food 
organisms. 

BOATING :  There  are  now  hundreds  of  miles 
of  boating  waters  in  this  project  area.  Boating 
ends  on  Catahoula  Lake,  of  course,  when  lake 
levels  are  low  in  the  late  summer.  At  low  water 
stages,  the  parts  of  the  lake  still  flooded,  and 
some  of  the  surrounding  bayous  and  creeks,  be- 
come difficult  to  navigate. 

Under  permanent  flooding  there  would,  of 
course,  be  more  water  for  boating,  but  water 
levels  would  continue  to  fluctuate  15  or  18  feet 
over  Catahoula  Lake. 

One  other  argument  being  used  for  the  down- 
stream location  of  the  lock  and  dam  is  that  it 
will  enhance  the  port  possibilities  of  Jonesville. 
Even  with  the  upstream  location,  dredging  will 
accomplish  the  same  end,  without  the  detrimental 
effects  of  the  downstream  location.  It's  a  com- 
mon practice  throughout  the  country. 

There  we  have  the  alternatives!  With  the  up- 
stream location  we  keep  the  great  sport  and  com- 
mercial fishing,  and  the  fine  duck  hunting  and 
waterfowl  wintering  grounds.  We  keep  the  graz- 
ing that  is  important  to  many  people  living  in 
the  area.  We  keep  the  conditions  which  minimize 
the  effects  of  existing  oil  field  pollution.  We  keep 
the  considerable  economy  of  the  area  which  ac- 
crues as  a  result  of  the  fine  fishing  and  hunting. 

On  the  other  hand,  with  the  "below  Jonesville" 
location  of  the  lock  and  clam,  we  drastically  im- 
pair or  destroy  fishing  and  duck  hunting  in  the 
Catahoula  Lake  complex.  We  destroy  the  graz- 
ing. We  create  a  condition  that  will  multiply 
many-fold  the  effects  of  the  present  pollution, 
probably  to  the  eventual  extent  that  no  plant  or 
animal  life  will  exist  in  the  lake.  We  reduce  the 
attractiveness  of  the  area  to  recreation-seekers, 
inevitably    harming    the    economy    of    the    Jena- 


Catahoula  Lake  in  November  and  December  after 
winter  rains  reflood  the  lake  bed.  This  is  ideal 
waterfowl  habitat  because  large  quantities  of  duck 
food  plants  (primarily  chufa  and  wild  millet)  were 
produced  while  the  lake  bed  was  largely  free  of 
water  during  the  late  summer.  If  Lock  and  Dam 
No.  2  is  located  below  Jonesville,  the  production  of 
these  high  quality  food  plants  will  be  virtually 
eliminated. 


Jonesville  section  of  Louisiana.  In  return  for 
these  catastrophies,  we  get — more  water  for  boat- 
ing. 

The  fate  of  Catahoula  Lake  is  vital  to  those 
people  living  in  that  area,  but  it  is  vital  to  you, 
too,  no  matter  where  you  live.  It  is  a  key  cog  in 
the  waterfowl  picture  of  the  nation — unique — 
one  of  a  kind — there's  no  other  like  it!  It  is 
owned  by  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  belongs  to 
you. 

Evidence  in  support  of  the  "above  Jonesville" 
location  of  the  lock  and  dam  is  overwhelming, 
and  it  has  been  presented  to  the  Corps  of  En- 
gineers. It  is  inconceivable,  yet  quite  possible, 
that  the  Corps  would  decide  on  the  site  below 
Jonesville. 

Help  save  Catahoula  Lake !  Make  your  views 
on  this  known  to  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  to 
your  state  representatives  and  senators,  and  to 
your  congressional   delegation.    Do  it  NOW ! ! ! ! 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  ours  was  the  last  gen- 
eration which  had  an  opportunity  to  preserve  this 
unique,  productive  natural  area. 

LOUISIANA  BIRDS 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 

guide-book  style,  permitting  quick  comparison, 
and  throughout  the  text  strong  emphasis  is  placed 
on  the  combination  of  characteristics  by  which  the 
bird  may  be  recognized  in  the  wild. 

Dr.  George  H.  Lowery,  Jr.,  one  of  the  nation's 
outstanding  ornithologists,  is  Boyd  Professor  of 
Zoology  and  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Natural 
Science  at  Louisiana  State  University.  A  quarter 
century  of  fieldwork  has  given  him  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  every  parish  in  the  state.  Thus, 
he  combines  superb  talents  as  a  field  man  with 
thorough  scientific  training  and  experience  in 
teaching  ornithology.  In  1956  Dr.  Lowery  was 
the  recipient  of  the  Brewster  Medal  awarded  by 
the  American  Ornithologists  Union  for  "the  most 
outstanding  research  publication  dealing  with 
North  American  Birds"  during  the  previous  six 
years. 

Most  of  the  new  birds  included  in  the  revised 
edition  are  "stragglers"  who  usually  live  in  areas 
far  west  of  Louisiana,  Dr.  Lowery  said.  Just  why 
some  of  them  have  appeared  in  this  area,  so  far 
from  "home",  is  not  easily  explained. 

"Much  has  been  learned  about  the  birds  of  our 
state  that  was  not  known  before,  mainly  through 
the  efforts  of  the  group  of  nonprofessional  orni- 
thologists that  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  member- 
ship of  the  Louisiana  Ornithological  Society,"  he 
added. 

One  Society  member  is  credited  by  Dr.  Lowery 
with  discovering  three  of  the  ten  new  species  of 
birds  not  previously  recorded  in  the  state. 

The  ten  new  species  included  in  the  new  edition 
of  "Louisiana  Birds"  are  the  Lucy  Warbler,  Mac- 
Gillivray  Warbler,  Scott  Oriole,  Black-chinned 
Hummingbird,  Hammond  Flycatcher,  Say  Phoebe, 
Swainson  Hawk,  Black-whiskered  Vireo,  Gray- 
headed  Junco,  and  Cattle  Egret.  * 
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Albert  "Kit"  Carson,  wildlife  education  lecturer,  shows  specimens  of  various  species  of  Louisiana  Gulf  Shrimp 
to  a  group  of  teenagers  in  the  classroom  at  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission's  Marine  Laboratory 
located  on  Grand  Terre  Island.  Lecturers  say  the  youngsters  are  "hungry"  for  factual  information  about 
Louisiana's    fabulous    wildlife    resources. 

Wildlife  Education  Program 
Announced  By  Commission 


A 


YOUTH  conservation  education  program  is 
now  in  operation  under  the  commission's 
education  and  publicity  division. 


Time  out  for  a  Louisiana  oyster  fresh  from  the 
Gulf!  This  young  Miss  enjoyed  the  break  from  the 
classroom  and  said  she  preferred  oysters  rather 
than  coffee. 

April-May-June,  1961 


Joe  Herring,  educational  biologist  for  the  com- 
mission, is  in  charge  of  the  program  which  has 
its  headquarters  in  the  Baton  Rouge  office  of  the 
commission  located  in  Peabody  Hall. 

"The  program  we  have  launched  has  been 
planned  for  a  long  time,"  Director  L.  D.  Young 
said,  "and  the  eight  lecturers  who  have  been 
trained  to  carry  out  the  program  throughout  Lou- 
isiana will  operate  from  the  commission's  district 
offices." 

These  are  located  in  Minden,  Monroe,  Alexan- 
dria, Ferriday,  DeRidder,  Opelousas,  Baton  Rouge 
and  New  Orleans. 

"State  Superintendent  of  Education  Shelby  M. 
Jackson  has  given  enthusiastic  support  to  the 
program  since  its  inception  and  deserves  much 
credit  for  encouraging  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Commission  to  proceed  in  training 
the  district  lecturers  and  kicking  off  the  state- 
wide program,"  Young  said. 

The  principal  objective  of  the  educational  pro- 
gram is  to  present  to  the  youth  of  Louisiana  the 
full  work  and  activities  of  the  state  wildlife  com- 

23 


mission;  and  the  economical,  social,  recreational 
and  educational  benefits  that  will  be  derived 
from  personal  knowledge  of  the  state's  natural 
resources,  wildlife  and  fisheries,  according  to 
Herring. 

The  program  has  the  primary  objective  of 
assisting  school  teachers,  upon  request,  in  supply- 
ing both  visual  and  verbal  knowledge  of  Louisi- 
ana's vast  and  important  natural  resources  to 
their  classes,  Herring  added. 

However,  civic  groups,  sportsmen's  groups, 
and  other  clubs  and  organizations  interested  in 
conservation  and  full  appreciation  of  wildlife  re- 
sources can  also  call  upon  the  recently  established 
section  of  the  wildlife  commission  for  educational 
and  informational  programs.  * 


SPORTSMAN'S  SHOW— An  attractive  display,  de- 
picting industry  and  recreation  in  Louisiana,  was 
one  of  the  main  attractions  at  the  annual  sports- 
man's show  held  recently  in  New  Orleans  Munici- 
pal Auditorium.  At  right,  in  the  photo,  are  J.  C. 
Wendland,  New  Orleans  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Mrs. 
Betty  Dowd,  Department  of  Commerce  and  Industry, 
and  Allan  Ensminger,  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commission.  These  three  organizations,  to- 
gether with  the  Port  of  New  Orleans,  sponsored  the 
display. 


Commission    Releases 
Beaver    Pamphlet 

A  new  publication  "Beaver  in  Louisiana" 
by  Kenneth  C.  Smith  and  published  by  the 
Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commis- 
sion is  just  off  the  press  and  now  available. 
The  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  present 
in  summary  from  the  results  of  a  recent  in- 
vestigation as  well  as  to  offer  to  the  reader 
basic  information  on  the  life  history  and 
physical  characteristics  of  this  animal.  This 
is  a  contribution  of  Pittman-Robertson  Proj- 
ect W-29-R-5. 


Resolution  Bans  Bait 
Imported  From  Mexico 

A  resolution  was  passed  March  28  at  the 
regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission  ban- 
ning propagation  of  a  small  bait  fish  commonly 
called  the  Rio  Grande  Tetra  by  bait  dealers. 

The  Commission's  resolution  strengthened  pres- 
ent laws  governing  regulations  which  prohibit 
importation  into  Louisiana  of  any  but  aquarium, 
or  gold  fish,  without  a  permit  from  the  Louisi- 
ana Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission. 

Ellis  C.  Irwin,  Commission  Attorney,  in  com- 
menting on  the  strengthening  of  the  laws  regard- 
ing bait  fish,  said  the  "it  is  illegal  to  possess,  use, 
sell  or  transport  Rio  Grande  Tetra,  in  Louisi- 
ana, without  a  permit  from  the  Louisiana  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commission." 

The  resolution  by  the  Commission,  now  in 
effect,  was  deemed  necessary  to  prevent  large 
scale  propagation  of  these  or  other  imported 
fish  which  could  become  acclimated  to  certain 
areas  of  Louisiana. 

It  was  found  through  observation  and  experi- 
mentation at  both  the  Beechwood  and  Lacombe 
state  fish  hatcheries  that  the  tetra  could  survive 
in  Central  and  South  Louisiana. 

The  resolution  was  described  by  the  Commis- 
sion as  not  being  a  punitive  one  directed  at  bait 
dealers;  but  as  a  protective  one  for  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  fishermen.  The  diet  of  the  fish  banned 
is  varied.  It  will  consume  both  dead  and  live  food. 
It  was  also  found  that  schools  of  tetra  would 
attack  minnows  viciously,  and  that  these  im- 
ported fish,  when  not  fed,  demonstrated  the  trait 
of  becoming  cannibalistic.  + 

Fishing    License 
Lowest    in    U.S. 

AT  least  forty  states  charge  more  money, 
and  no  state  charges  less  for  a  resident 
statewide  fishing  license  than  does  Lou- 
isiana. The  average  price  for  the  other  forty- 
nine  states  is  $2.75  as  compared  to  $1.00  for 
Louisiana  residents,  according  to  statistics  re- 
ceived from  Roger  Hunter  of  the  accounting 
section  of  the  administrative  division. 

Only  six  states  charge  less  for  a  non-resident 
annual  fishing  license.  The  average  price  for 
forty-nine  states  is  $7.30,  as  compared  to  $5.00 
for  Louisiana. 

Alaska,  California,  Colorado,  Florida,  Mary- 
land, Montana,  Nevada,  South  Carolina,  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Wyoming  charge  non-residents  $10.00. 
Washington  and  Arizona  charge  $15.00.  A  number 
of  states  have  a  trout  stamp  which  costs  extra. 

There  are  forty-five  states  with  temporary 
non-resident  fishing  licenses  averaging  $3.05  each. 
Louisiana's  is  $2.00  for  seven  days.  + 
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QUITE  often  during  late  spring  and  early 
summer  one  may  see  a  small  bird  vigor- 
ously chasing  a  large  one,  such  as  a  crow, 
hawk,  or  buzzard.  In  such  instances  it  is  a  good 
ten  to  one  bet  that  the  small  pursuer  is  a  King- 
bird. In  fact,  it  is  likely  that  the  name  is  derived 
from  just  this  arrogant  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  Kingbird.  While  there  are  other  flycatchers 
who  bear  the  same  title,  the  term  when  used  in 
our  part  of  the  country  generally  refers  to  the 
Eastern  Kingbird.  This  bird  is  readily  recog- 
nized by  its  blackish  coloration  above  with  white 
below  and  a  broad  white  band  across  the  end  of 
the  dark  tail.  These  features  not  only  set  it  apart 
from  all  of  our  other  flycatchers,  but  also  from 
most  of  our  other  songbirds. 

The  term  songbird  may  seem  a  bit  out  of  place 
when  referring  to  our  valiant  battler,  but  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  flycatchers  are  far  from  being 
a  melodious  family,  they  do  belong  to  the  Order 
Passeriformes  comprising  the  perching  birds  of 
which  nearly  all  have  well-developed  songs. 

The  Kingbird  is  probably  the  most  commonly 
seen  flycatcher  in  Louisiana,  and  in  addition  to 
being  present  in  fairly  large  numbers  during  the 
summer  months,  it  lives  in  more  open  country 
than  the  thick  woodlands  or  stream  bottoms  in- 
habited by  some  of  the  other  birds.  It  usually 
perches  on  fences  and  telephone  wires  or  exposed 
twigs  while  waiting  for  various  types  of  insects 
to  fly  by.  There  is  another  name  by  which  the 
bird  is  sometimes  known  locally,  and  that  is  "Bee 
Martin."  This  comes  from  the  erroneous  belief 
that  the  species  subsists  entirely  or  primarily  on 
honey  bees.  While  some  worker  bees  may  be  eat- 
en, it  is  probable  that  drones  and  other  insects 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  hive  comprise  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  food  of  those  few  birds  which  may 
happen  to  live  close  to  an  apiary. 

As  is  true  of  the  other  members  of  the  fly- 
catcher family,  much  of  the  food  is  obtained  on  the 
wing  and  it  is  a  common  sight  to  see  the  bird 
dart  out  from  its  vantage  point  on  twig  or  wire, 
seize  a  passing  insect  and  then  return  to  its 
perch.  Many  kinds  of  insects  such  as  grasshop- 
pers, beetles,  flies,  wasps,  etc.,  together  with  other 
small  animal  life  such  as  spiders  and  millipeds 
form  its  diet.  When  the  supply  of  these  is  not 
sufficient,  various  types  of  berries  and  small 
fruits  are  consumed. 

Its  nest  is  placed  usually  on  some  sort  of  a 
tree;  forest,  shade,  or  orchard,  although  in  all 


EASTERN    KINGBIRD 

(Tyrannus  tyrannus) 


kinds  of  shrubs  and  bushes ;  and  even  sometimes 
not  more  than  two  or  three  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  eggs  are  usually  three  or  four  in  number, 
cream  color,  spotted  and  blotched  with  various 
shades  of  dark  brown  and  lavender.  It  takes  about 
13  or  14  days  to  hatch  the  young.  The  male  is  a 
very  faithful  partner  and  assists  not  only  in 
incubating  the  eggs,  but  also  in  building  the  nest. 

After  the  nesting  season,  when  the  young  of 
the  year  have  had  a  chance  to  develop  their  flying 
ability,  they  prepare  for  the  fall  migration.  I 
once  saw  a  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  working  his 
way  southward  with  a  group  of  Eastern  King- 
birds, and  they  were  all  traveling  and  feeding 
in  apparent  harmony.  Perhaps  the  birds  recog- 
nized their  kinship  in  spite  of  the  difference  in 
appearance.  The  earliest  arrival  date  in  Louisi- 
ana is  March  18th  and  the  latest  recorded  sighting 
in  the  fall  as  November  26th. 

The  flycatcher  family  as  a  whole  seems  to  be 
of  tropical  origin  and  the  17  species  recorded 
from  Louisiana  are  less  than  5rr  of  the  number 
of  species  known  to  inhabit  the  Americas,  so 
perhaps  they  are  only  going  home  when  they 
take  their  winter  trip  to  the  tropics.  + 
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Louisiana  Waters 
Are  Noted  For 
Boating,  Skiing 
And . . . 

Fishing 

When  worries  began  to  show 
wear  and  tear  and  the  nerves 
reach  exhaustion  stage,  take  to 
one  of  the  State's  hidden  lakes  or 
open  gulf  for  nature's  real  cure. 


